Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



• • 



ift. 



--* 







B 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

ASTOR, LFNOX 
TILDtN FOUNOAIIONS 



IF 



V'. 



A GUIDE 



THB0T70H 



GLASNEVIN CEMETERY. 

WSii\\i ^lan anb lllttstrations. 



■> ■' ^ ■' 
. ' ■ - ' - ^/ 

-•. ■''' ■'1 ---- 

J ■• -■ J ^ V 



DUBLIN: 
M. H. GILL & SON, 50 UP. SAOKVILLE-ST. 

1879.- 



THE NEW YORK 



A8TOR, LENOX AND 
TiLOcN FOUNDATIONS 
R )9»7 



iJ 



• t i 



• « 






• •" • 
•• •• 



• ••• 

• r 

•a* 






* _ • 



«» • 



• •• • « 

•• • • 

' • • • • . 



••• • 

• * • 



• • 



« • 









« •• • 

• • • 



« 
• •• 



IC. H. OILL & SON, 60 UPPKR SAOKTIl.I.K-BTFKKr, UUBLIW. 



CONTENTS. 







C HAP. PAG18 

I. The Dublin Catholic Cemeteries : their 

foundation and extension .... 1 

II. A Walk through Prospect Cemetery, Qlas- 
neyin 50 

III. Regulations as to the Cemeteries : Interments, 
Monuments, &c. — Charges for Interments, 
Charges for Ground (a) at Prospect, (6) at 
Golden-Bridge — Charges for building Found- 
ations, &c. ; for Vaults — Other Fixed 
Charges — The Committee and Officers . 97 

IV. Other Cemeteries in the United Kingdom ; 
their arrangements and peculiar features . 109 



1 

V 

> 

i 



ILLUSTRATIONS. 



PAGR 

The Tomb of 0*Connell . . . D-ontiapiece, 
The Monument to Ourran . . . < 87 

The Mortuary Chapel, and O'Oonnell Tower 63 

Plan of the Cemetery . . . < at end* 



DUBLIN 



ERRATA. 



Page 3, line 3, for^ "they,* read "there." 
„ 82, „ 16, „ "ISrS," „ "1877." 
„ 88, foot-note, „ " Dr, R. K. Madden,'* read 
" Dr. R. R. Madden." 



by peacelul, legal, moral agitation — oy wise 
firm, and truthful expression, the great aim for 
which, for three generations, every Catholic from 
peer to peasant had longed — Emancipation. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

THB DUBLIN CATPOLIC CEMETERIES .' THEIR 
FOUNDATION AND EXTENSION. 

The Dublin Catholic Cemeteries owe their 
existence to an organisation which forms a 
glorious feature in the modem history of Ire- 
land. That organisation, created as it was by 
the expression of the deeply-felt wrongs of the 
Catholic propulation ; developing as it did, the 
strength of long pent-up opinion, by prudent 
action, in the end brought to its consummation, 
by peaceful, legal, moral agitation — by wise, 
firm, and truthful expression, the great aim for 
which, for three generations, every Catholic from 
peer to peasant had longed — Emancipation. 
Let the beginnings of that great organisation 
be traced. On the 12th of May, 1823, a number 
of most respectable Catholic gentlemen assem- 

2 



2 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CBMETERIES. 

bled at " Dempsey's" in Saokville-street, for the 
purpose of forming an association to conduct 
the Catholic affairs. Lord Viscount Killeen was 
called to the chair.* Mr. O'Connell, proposed 
that an association should then be formed of 
such gentlemen as wished voluntarily to come 
forward for the purpose of conducting the affairs 
of the Irish Catholics relating to their political 
disabilities, and the means of having their griev- 
ances brought before Parliament. It was then 
resolved that it should be styled the "Irish 
Catholic Association*'/ Thenceforth meetings 
assembled ; they w^re held in the house of Mx. 
Coyne, the Catholic bookseller, No. 4 Capel- 
street. They were conducted with earnestness, 
yet always with gravity iand decorum. Busi- 
ness was transacted of importance to the cause ; 
soon the grievances under which Catholics la- 
boured formed the subject of a petition to the 
king, and a deputation to waitfupon His Ma- 
jesty, consisting of Catholic peers, and sons of 
peers, baronets and their sons, and two gentle- 
men from each county appointed. The miscon- 
duct of grand juries in not appointing worthy 
and correct clergymen as Catholic chaplains to 
prisons; the administration of justice, a system 
of Orange sheriffs with Orange panels in their 
pockets ; the arbitrary and inconsistent plan of 
assessing Church Kates ; — these were some of 

* "Frooeedings of the Catholic Association in Dublin i 
London, Hatchard and Son, PiccadiUj, 1825. 
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the matters engaging attention during the early 
months of its existence. Soon great and im- 
poVtant reforms were called for» grievances they 
were, long felt, but many remained unredressed 
whilst that generation lived. One was a re- 
formation in the temporalities of the Church 
Establishment in Ireland ; it was on all hands 
admitted that, with the poorest population, and 
the smallest congregation, the Irish Protestant 
Church was the richest establishment in the 
world. This had to wait for redress till Mr. 
Gladstone's day. Anothjfc was the better regu- 
lation of Juries ; this gOff no fairly-intended 
legislation till that initiated by Lord O'Hagan, 
when Attorney-General for Ireland. The dis- 
franchisement of Corporations, and the aboli- 
tion of abuses and monopolies in them, were 
called for. The Tithe system was denounced. 
To the state of Education in Ireland attention 
was directed, and Education on liberal and just 
principles demanded. The urgent necessity 
for the redress of local grievances was pointed 
out; in front of all stood the mighty demand for 
religious liberty for themselves — ^the Catholics 
of Ireland, and for Protestant Dissenters. 
Such was the grand programme of the Catholic 
Association for Ireland's regeneration : and all 
through its action, earnest as were the denun- 
ciations of Orangeism, no less vigorous and 
ardent was the discouragement proclaimed 
boldly of all secret societies, Eibbonism, White- 
boyism, and the like, associations at onoe 
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illegal, and forbidden by the awful voice of 
BeUgion. 

The Association had not been five months in 
existence, when an occasion arose which impera- 
tively presented to it the consideration of the 
subject of Catholic burial. The occasion was 
one calculated to arouse amongst a people, pious, 
full of reverence for all that concerned the dead, 
full of faith in the observances of religion, a 
feeling intense and strongly excited, crushed as 
their spirit might have been, they and their 
Church and its holy /Wactices having long been 
the objects of insult and ignominy. At the meet- 
ing of the 3rd Nov., Mr. O'Connell, observing 
that the subject of the rights of sepulture was 
one of paramount importance, referred to late 
occurrences as having shown that opportimities 
were eagerly sought for, and every pretext laid 
hold of to humble the Catholics and remind 
them of their degraded condition. '' They were 
not content with oppressing Catholics when 
living, but they must insult them when dead. 
He had no doubt of the Catholics' rights, as 
stated in his published opinion, and which he 
learned was assailed in his absence by some 
person who withheld his name. . . . To be sure 
he heard it gravely asserted that the church- 
yard was the clergyman's freehold, and he could 
do as he pleased with it ; and so he always 
understood that a man could make what use he 
pleased of his own freehold ; but he had yet to 
learn whether a clergyman could plough up the 
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burying-ground and sow turnips in it ; and yet 
he was told it was his freehold. If he could 
appropriate the ground to sowing turnips or 
other vegetables, yet he doubted whether such 
an oeoupation would be as productiye as sowing 
Papists {laughter) y for the freehold of St. James's 
he was informed, produced the minister near 
a couple of thousand a year. The Catholics 
should get rid of such unfeeling and un- 
natural irritation, and the means by which 
they could do so woulcUbe to form an asso- 
ciation for the purchasemf around to serve 
as an asylum, wherein their bones might be 
deposited with the foims of Christian burial, 
■without fear of insult, and where the Irish 
Catholics might enjoy the exercise of a reli- 
gious ceremony, of which they onlp, of the whole 
Christian worlds were deprived. Catholics should 
know that the burying-grounds were not con- 
secrated by the Protestants but by the Catholics ; 
and it is because they were so that Catholics 
continue being buried in the present grave- 
yards, and Catholic bishops could again con- 
secrate burying-grounds— the revenue of which, 
instead of being given to enable their enemies 
to purchase the livening Maily and insult the 
Catholics, may be applied to some Catholic 
charity — and then the Bishop of Dublin and 
the sexton of St. Kevin's may be left to arrange 
the expulsion of Catholic clergymen from 
churchyards." He mentioned the Bishop of 
Dublin, because it was between him and the 
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sexton, but he " could not say what portion of 
the honour each was entitled to ; but the 
glorious distinction was not exclusively theirs, 
for the same revolting and unchristian-like in- 
terference had extended lately through several 
parts of the kingdom, and really those who 
valued the peace and tranquillity of Ireland 
should be anxious for such an establishment as 
would preclude the necessity of employing the 
police or increasing their numbers. It was 
now so much the praitice, as at present, to call 
for the interferon ceap the Peelers^ whether to 
distrain or collect tithes, to drive for rent, 
or execute any civil proteess, the criminal and 
military authorities must have a share in the 
proceedings ; and, if in addition to these ser- 
vices, they give the Catholics a military escort 
with their fimeral processions, the armed 
guardians of Ireland must be prodigiously in- 
creased; and, perhaps, on such occasions, 
having to bury one may cause the death of 
mant/y and therefore, instead of paying for the 
privileges of being insulted, the Catholics 
should endeavour to avoid the opportunities of 
giving offence, and he should therefore give 
notice of a motion for appointing a Committee 
to take measures for the purchase of ground 
for a Catholic Cemetery, and against which 
there was no statute. There was one against 
burying in the old abbeys, but he believed 
that was remedied by the Act of 1793." 

The occurrence alluded to in the opening of 
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these observations was a scene of a character 
anything rather than edifying or becomings 
which had taken place at the funeral of a 
Soman Catholic citizen of Dublin, greatly es- 
teemed, and for whose loss a deeper and more 
sympathetic feeling arose as his death had 
been the result of accident — a fall from his 
horse. On Tuesday, the 9th of September, 
the remains of this gentleman, Mr. Arthur 
Darcy, a brewer in Usher-street, were borne, 
accompanied by several ^man Catholic clergy, 
and attended by a laijl^number of persons 
desirous of showing respect to his honourable 
position and character in this city. The 
family burial-place was in the cemetery called 
** St. Kevin's." The priests walked in regular 
procession up Church-lane, and on approaching 
the grave encircled it so as to recite the burial 
service. The persons around were uncovered, 
and the sacred office was about to be com- 
menced by Father Michael Blake,* when the 
sexton (Protestant) of the church interfered, 
stating (as appears by his own account, em- 
bodied in a formal Deposition) that ^^ he was 
very sorry to be obliged to interfere with him 
or any other person in the performing of a 
religious service, but he could not permit him 
or any other person to officiate there." On 
being asked by what authority he stopped the 
priest from proceeding, his reply was, ** By 

* Afterwards Lord Bishop of Dromore. 
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directions of the clergymen of the parish ; 
and the question as to their authority beings 
put was answered, **By the sanction of the 
bishop, and the express laws of the land, which 
prevent any priest from reading his prayers or 
performing any service in a Protestant church- 
yard." It being asked, " Why, having been 
done before, it was prevented now?" the 
sexton replied, " If it had, it was by stealth, 
and not with the sanction of the minister of 
the parish, as no o^— not even a clergyman 
of the Established %hurch — could read the 
funeral service, unless authorised by him." 
Such was the sexton's own account of his 
action in the matter. The bishop referred to 
was Doctor Magee, then holding the position of 
Archbishop in the Protestant diocese of Dublin. 
To avoid any unseemly disturbance which might 
have arisen out of indignation likely to be 
aroused by this interference with the ordinary 
religious customs of Eoman Catholics, Father 
Blake prudently mentioned in a low voice to 
the few afflicted friends who were immediately 
at his side or before him, that he had been 
warned, on the authority of the bishop, not to 
say any prayers there ; he recommended at the 
same time that as the Catholics present could 
not conform to their usual cusiom without 
appearing to resist authority, each one would 
offer his prayer for the deceased silently ; and 
he expressed a hope that their resignatidn 
under the unexpected additional trial would 
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render their prayers more acceptable before 
God. Those few around the good priest were 
consoled and tranquillised, and this prudent 
line of conduct prevented the large number 
attending the funeral from knowing of the 
transaction until the danger of. indignation 
excited was over.* The question of the rights 
of sepulture raised by this interference with 
the usual holy and impressive custom of sancti- 
fying a Christian's grave with the performance 
of Christian rites, instanUy excited deep interest 
and warm discussion, dd a case was laid 
before Mr. O'Connell for his professional 
opinion. He gave it in the following impres- 
sive and decided sentences. Eminently charac- 
teristic they are of his style. Such as have 
had the great advantage of having listened to 
sentences falling from his eloquent tongue, in 
his deep, musical, and manly tones, will recog- 
nise the manner — the merry quip, or sly allu- 
sion darting out through the most serious 
argument, helping, and, like a flash of light, 
illustrating its point and tendency. 
The opinion was as follows : — 

" There is no statute law preventing a Catholic Priest 
from graying for a deceased Catholic ia a churchyard. 
The mistake on this subject originates in a misapprehen- 

* This account of what occurred is taken from a letter 
of Dr. Blake himself to the Courier newspaper. The 
occurrence having led to much discussion, the ^eemarCa 
Journal^ of Sept. 1 0, contains an indignant letter from '^ A 
Protestant who was present/' relating the circumstanees. 

2* 
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mon (frequently a wilful one) of the statute of the 21 et 
and 23nd of the late hin^, cap. 24, sec. 8. But that 
section contains no prohihition. It is not, in itself , any 
enactment of a positiTe or affirmatiye nature. It operates 
merely hy way of exception, and it simply deprives such 
Catholic priest as may officiate at a funeral m a church 
or churchyard^ of the henefits conferred hy that Act. 
Now, no Catholic priest does^ at present, want the 
henefit of that Act at all. It is, in truth, nqw a dead 
letter, remaining with much similar lumher on the Statute 
Book, creating no rights, constituting no priyations, un- 
less* in its enactments, nugatory in its exceptions. 

'' The next question asked me is, whether the praying 
for the dead hy a Cathottp priest at a funeral or in a 
churchyard is prohihited oy the Common Law ? My 
answer is, that it is not. The Catholic religion had 
pre-existence in the Common Law ; it was adopted into 
the Common Law as part and parcel of that law. So 
the law continued until what is called the Beformation, 
in the reign of Henry YIII. The Catholic religion being 
thus part and parcel of the Common Law, it follows 
necessarily that praying for the dead could not he pro- 
hibited either at funerals, in churchyards, or elsewhere. 
On the contrary, it was at Common I^awpart of the duty 
of the priest, and he was bound to pray for the dead at 
funerals or in churchyards. And it was reciprocally 
one of the rights of the king's subjects at Common Law 
to have prayers said for the dead by Catholic priests at 
funerals and in churchyards. Thus, such prayers not 
being prohibited, but, on the contrary, being enjoined at 
Common Law, and there being no statute to forbid such 
prayinff, it follows, as a matter of course, that no 
Catnolic priest can be legally prevented from praying 
for a deceased Catholic at a funeral or in a churchyard. 

'' The next question turns upon the mode of redress, 
should a Catholic priest be j^reyented from thus officia- 
ting. As to that, I am of opinion (but with some doubt) 
that an action would li^ at the suit of the executors of 

• This vord would eeem to haye been misprinted for "uaeleas.** 
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the deceased against any person who prevented a Catholic 
priest from praying in tne churchyard over the hody of 
their testator. But, as I am unwilling to advise litiga- 
tion where it may be avoided, I think the best remedy 
woidd be founded in the peaceful but determined asser- 
tion of the right. Let the friends of the deceased peace- 
ably surround the priest and the body during the service ; 
let any violence which may arise come from the prevent- 
ing parties^ and then the individuals to whom that vio- 
lence may be used will have a distinct right of action, or 
may proceed by indictment against the persons who use 
force. In many counties there may be the natural and 
usual apprehension that the magistrates tinged (to speak 
moderately) with Orange n^ not do strict justice to 
the Catholics on an occasioi^f this sort ; in every such 
case the indictment> as soon as found, should be removed 
by certiorari into the King's Bench, where everybody is 
sure of meeting impartial justice. If Grand Juries, 
acting on a similar bad feeling, throw out the bills of 
Indictment, the Court of King's Bench, upon making 
out, by affidavit, a proper case for that purpose^ wiU 
grant a Criminal Information. 

'^ Thus it will be found that there are abundant means 
for the Catholics to maintain this their undoubted right. 
I am decidedly of opinion that it ought to be asserted. 
The Catholics may as well at once abandon the tombs of 
their fathers and relatives, as submit to the petty and 
tyrannical bigotry which now seeks, unjustly and illegally, 
to deprive them, at moments of the greatest and most 
bitter sorrow, of the awful but melancholy consolations 
of their holy religion. 

''I therefore repeat my decided opinion, that the 
Catholics have a nght to these prayers, and that sucU 
right should be exertedwith determination, but peaceably, 
and without any illegal violence whatever. 

"Daniel Oonsbll." 
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The spirit of the time is shown by another 
instance somewhat later, recorded in the Cork 
Mercantile Chronicle and in the Southern Reporter 
(April, 1824). It shows that such conduct on 
the part of ministers of the Church by law 
established in Ireland was not confined to 
Dublin. A young gentleman — a member of 
one of the most ancient and respectable families 
in the neighbourhood of Youghal (Co. Cork) 
having died, his remains were to be interred in 
the burial-place of the family, who, doubtless, 
aware of the conduct ih other cases of the Pro- 
testant Church functionaries, applied for per- 
mission to have the Catholic clergy recite the 
service of the Church at the grave, but permis- 
sion would not be given.* The curates of 
Toughal, published their own account of this 
occurrence, and gave the terms of their reply, 
which were as follows : — 

" The Curates of Toughal beg leave to ac- 
quaint Mr. Ronayne, that not having as yet 
received any instructions from superior autho- 
rity, they do not feel at liberty to interfere in 
the burial about to take place." A " Burial 
Bill " about the same time before Parliament, 
formed the subject of strong animadversion on 
the, part of the Catholics throughout the 
country. 

But in Dublin the impulse given by strong 
feeling excited by the outrage at Mr. Darcy's 

* FreemarCs Journal, May 1, 1824. 
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funeral on the religious sentiments of the 
Catholics, roused the Association into instant 
practical action. At their next meeting (Nov. 
10) Mr. O'Connell brought forward the subject 
as more pressing than others. He informed 
the meeting that he had looked into the law 
authorities, and he was happy to inform them, 
that neither by the Common, Statute, nor 
[Ecclesiastical laws, were there any obstacles 
opposed to their having a piece of ground 
where their remains might be deposited with- 
out the eternal recurrence of insult, to which 
they were at present subject. He did not wish 
to make it exclusively Catholic: for as the 
Catholics were desirous not to be separated 
in this life from their brethren of other per- 
suasions, neither did they wish to be divided 
&om them in their passage from this to another 
world. It was intended to be open to the de- 
ceased of every sect, where perfect freedom of 
religious rites might console the living, and, 
according to his creed, assist the dead. The 
knowledge that those rites would be obtained 
might render death itself less terrible to those 
who know that even to the grave they are pre- 
vented by sectarian intolerance. The fact was 
very well known and felt, that burial fees were 
excessively exorbitant. In the cade of Mr. 
Darcy, his friends paid no less a sum than Ten 
Pounds burial fees, for which, indeed, they had 
the privilege of seeing his remains insulted. 
The immense revenues arising from that source 



14 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMETERIES. 

of emolument the Catholics might divert from 
the pockets of their enemies. Those revenues 
might be applied to the liquidation of the neoes- 
sary expenses in the first instance, and the sur- 
plus go to the formation of a fund for the support 
of Catholic and other charities — a consideration 
which could not fail to be grateful to the 
benevolent mind, and soothe the agonies of a 
sick-bed. There was no legal obstacle to carry- 
ing their object into eflfect ; there was nothing 
to prevent their having a burying-ground out 
of the precincts of a town. It was true, there 
was a statute preventing the opening of a new 
burying-ground within the city, but that had 
no relation to particular religious sects. For 
very obvious reasons, it applied to objects of 
hedth, and no clergyman could complain of 
the diminution of his revenues. In the reign 
of King James I., a clergyman, in a parish in 
London, brought an action against the friends 
of a person who died in his (the clergyman's) 
parish, but was buried in another, when it was 
decided by the Ecclesiastical Court that the 
suit should not go on, and the Court of King's 
Bench granted a prohibition against the suit. 
He had reason to know that some very respect- 
able and influential persons interested them- 
selves in the present project, in order to prevent, 
as much as lay within their power, that constant 
irritation which it was the object of their 
enemies to create. One gentleman had waited 
upon him (Mr. O'Connell), and had offered him 
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the fee^imple of twenty acres of oommon near 
Gloiidalkin, and that there might be attached 
a Chapel, where the dead in that burying* 
ground would be prayed for, and around the 
ground might be buUt a wall, and with the 
constant watching of a sufficient number of 
persons the remains of mortality would be 
secured from being disturbed, for the purposes 
for which they are at present used ; and as the 
law gives the power they could find no difficulty 
in getting sixty or seventy persons to subscribe 
JB50 each, at the highest interest, for the purpose 
of enclosing the ground, building the chapel, &c.; 
and that sum it will not be necessary to pay 
but by instalments and as they may be wanted, 
and the revenue of the ground could be handed 
over as a security. Even as a trading specu- 
lation he conceived there would be no difficulty 
in obtaining a sufficient number of persons to 
undertake the speculation, when, if it be true 
that a single churchyard in Dublin produces 
£2,000 a year^ and paid by nine-tenths of the 
inhabitants of Dublin, the establishment he 
conceived would have the effect of diminishing 
that revenue which was not at present employed 
as it ought to be, and a certainty of directing it 
to meritorious purposes. The origin of church- 
yard fees was not a little curious, when it was 
sought to exclude the Catholics from those 

?rivileges established by their ancestors. In 
latholic times, the Canon Law guarded against 
the payment of churchyard fees, and they were 
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considered an imposition; but monasteries 
having churchyards attached to them, persons 
when dying directed they should be buried in 
them, and left money in order to have them- 
selves prayed for. But at the " Reformation " 
the monasteries were abolished, and the fees 
were continued, and even Doctor Magee was 
content to receive those monastic dues, handed 
down by a preposterous reformation which 
leaves the taxes, yet takes the value. He con- 
cluded by moving the appointment of a Com- 
mittee of five to adopt measures for carrying 
into effect the establishing of a generalburying- 
ground ; and a Committee was appointed ac- 
cordingly. 

It is interesting to note in the discussion, 
mention being made of the disapproval ex- 
pressed by the Marquis Wellesley (then Lord 
Lieutenant) of Dr. Magee's order, and of Hig 
Excellency's desire to alleviate Catholic griev- 
ances by a full and impartial administration of 
law and justice. Nor is it without interest, too, 
to find in the public press* of the time the 
expression of Protestant opinion that Boman 
Catholics and every denomination of worship- 
ping Christians should be allowed to perform 
that mode of ceremony over the remains of 
their departed friends, which accorded best with 
the dictates of their conscience. 

The Eeport of the Conmiittee was presented 

* The DvMin Morning Post; The Globe and Travdler. 



DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMBTERIES. 17 

on tlie 17tli November. It was mentioned in 
connection with the subject, that at a funeral 
-which had that day taken place (that of the 
very learned and much lamented Eev. Dr. 
Hamill), at St. James's ; the clergyman who 
attended, &om an anxiety to avoid creating any 
discontent amongst the immense multitude 
present, had not attempted to read the prayers 
in the churchyard, but did so while in the 
street. The Report was as follows : — 

*' Your Committee have diligently attended to the duty 
committed to them. They have entered zealously into 
the views of the Association. They have felt it a pleasing 
duty to assist in calming the puhlic mind, agitated h^ s 
species of persecution, novel m its nature, and afflictmg 
in its application. They have heen desirous to take away 
this new suhject of irritation which has heen unhappily 
introduced in our times, as if the Catholics were not 
already sufficiently afflicted, and as if it were not deemed 
sufficient to oppress and degrade the living, without offer- 
ing insult and outrage to the dead. 

'^ We have been deeply anxious to obviate this new 
source of animosity and resentment. Our first wish has 
ever been to reconcile our countrymen of all denomi- 
nations. We wish to live on terms of amity and affection 
with our brother Protestant fellow-countrymen; We 
earnestly desire to be united with them in our lives, and 
not to be separated from them in death. But there is a 
spirit abroad. Men, who call themselves ministers of the 
God of Charity, and who receive the good things of this 
world in abundance, for making that profession, have 
clothed themselves in the garb of the Demon of Discord, 
and have exercised a vicious ingenuity, in order to dis- 
cover a new method of outraging the feelings of a 
religious and faithful people. They have gone beyond 
the letter, or even the spirit of the Penal Code, and have 
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found out another mode of persecution, which the laws 
of man cannot sanction, and the laws of charity must 
condemn. 

" Under these circumstances we have felt it our duty, 
as faithful subjects, anxious to maintain public peace 
and private tranquillity, to devise means of avoiding thes 
occasions of irritation or insolence. The f^enius of bigotry 
has deprived us, in this our native land, of our fair and 
just share in the administration of municipal and public 
trusts. We have been, and are unjustly deprived of our 
station as freemen, because of our adherence to the reli- 
gion of our ancestors ; and now we are obliged to quit 
the tombs of these ancestors, and abandon the melan- 
choly consolation of laying our bones with theirs, and 
relinquish all hope of ever resting in the same spot with 
them, because of our anxiety to preserve peace and avoid 
the occasions of ill-will, of hatred, and of strife. 

'^Animated by these sentiments, your Committee has 
entered upon the performance of its duties. It is enabled 
with confidence to state : 

"1st. — That there are no legal obstacles to prevent the 
Catholics from acquiring two or more tracts of land in 
the vicinage of Dublin, for the purpose of converting 
them into burial-grounds. 

'* 2nd. — That there are no practical difficulties in the 
way of procuring sufficient quantities of land for this 
purpose. 

" Your Committee next beg leave to recommend to the 
Association, either to continue the present Committee 
with augmented members, or to appoint a new and en- 
larged Committee, in order to carry into practical effect 
the present project. 

" We take leave to suggest that the new Committee 
should be directed to solicit in the most respectful manner, 
the co-operation of His Grace the Archbishop the Most 
Rev. Dr. Murray, and of the Catholic rectors of the 
several parishes m this city, and to arrange with those 
reverend personages the best mode uf raising the neces- 
sary funds, and of appointing proper trustees, and of 
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arranging all the details which will be found necessary 
to effectuate our purpose with expedition and security. 

^* As we have reason to be conyinced that the necessary 
funds can be easily procured, we deem it right to suggest, 
that the Committee should be authorised immediately to 
advertise for quantities of land; in piircels of not less than 
two, and not more than three acres ; such parcels to be all 
situate within two miles in any direction of the Castle of 
Dublin. And this we respectfully submit as our Report. 

" Danikl O'Connell, 

" Chairman, 
« 15th yaoember, 1823." 

The step recommended of seeking the co- 
operation of the EiomEin Catholic Archbishop 
was taken, and His Grace the Most Rev. Dr. 
Murray at once promised his patronage, advice, 
and co-operation. Sites were offered, but a 
necessary preliminary was obtaining funds ; four 
gentlemen expressed their readiness each to give 
£100, and much interest was stated to have 
been excited amongst the people. Although 
such was the feeling at home, in Parliament 
the matter was treated by Mr. Peel with ridi- 
cule, indulging, as he did, in a passing reference 
to it as a grave subject. It seems, as before ad- 
verted to, that a Bill had been introduced into 
Parliament dealing with burials. The Govern- 
ment (as was said in the Association, April 6, 
1824), in truth, were set at nought by the Pro- 
testant hierarchy and priesthood, who sheltered 
hemselves under an old statute, and under a 
oanon which prescribed to the parson the duty 
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of reading the Church service over the grave— a 
statute which they had suffered to fall into disuse 
— and a canon, the existence of which many of 
them, doubtless, were ignorant. It was shown 
how it was impossible for the Government to 
take the view which seemed to be that of the 
Protestant clergy of the time, namely, that they 
and the fragment of the population in com- 
munion with them, were the people of Ireland ; 
and that, as to the bulk of the nation, they were 
but born to gather up the fruits of the earth for 
them, and to expend their sweat and blood ia 
their service. Laws for the majority of the 
people they could write in blood — ordinances 
for themselves should be inscribed in letters of " 
gold. Whilst thus outspoken were the senti- 
ments which misgovernment in the spirit of 
ascendency had fixed in the popular mind, it is 
gratifying to find recorded how Lord Wellesley 
had advised that an Act for the easement of 
burial should be passed ; how Mr. Plunket had 
treated the subject with delicacy and judgment ; 
and how the suggestions of men of liberal spirit, 
Sir John Newport, Mr. Abercromby , and others, 
had been listened to. As regarded the interest 
of the Dissenters, Mr. O'Oonnell showed himself 
watchful, and the attention of Mr. Brougham 
was sdlicited to arouse his powerful advocacy to 
making the measure in its provisions fair and 
just to all. 

A remarkable event occurred in consequence 
of the subject having been referred to in the 
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House of Lords, and letters from the Protestant 
Arcbbishop of Dublin read there. A meeting 
of the Catholic clergy of Dublin was held on 
Friday, 23rd of April, 1824, the Most Eev 
Dr. Murray in the chair.* After referring to 
passages in letters signed " W. Dublin," and 
read in the House of Lords on the 15 th, the 
resolutions declared, ** That in every case in 
"which we have been present at the interment of 
Catholics in Protestant church-yards, within the 
city of Dublin, the invariable practice, until the 
late unfortunate interruption in St. Kevin's, was, 
that one of the clergy recited at the grave a form 
of prayer for the soul of the deceased ; that the 
remaining clergy, if more than one were pre- 
sent and sometimes the laity, joined in the re- 
sponses to this prayer ; and that during the recital 
of it, both the Catholic clergy and laity remained 
•with their heads uncovered in a way that would 
be likely to attract the notice of all present." 
They then declare that nothing whatever was 
attempted at Mr. Darcy's funeral in substance 
or form different from the usual practice on 
similar occasions ; and the clergy affixing their 
signatures, the Archbishop, Vicars- General, 
and fifty-two other clergymen express their 
readiness to attest the facts asserted in a Court 
of Justice upon oath, if so required by any law- 
ful authority. These resolutions were referred 
to at the Catholic Association, and they formed 

* FreemmC% Journal, Saturday, April 24, 1824. 
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the Bu^eot of an eloquent eulogy fiom Mi. 
bheil ; he reviewed and condemned the " Burial 
Aot," and expressed his opinion that the reso- 
lutions of the clergy gave expression to aU that 
could he said on the suhjeot with a potency and 
strength, and withal, in language so dignified 
and temperate, that they furnished not only to 
the Catholic body, but to the whole communitv 
an admirably example of Christian toleration 
and forbearance, and exhibited those essentials 
to the character of a Christian teacher recom- 
mended m Scripture, « the wisdom of the ser- 
pent with the meekness of the dove," whilst 
those of their opponents were remarkable but 
for one of those quahfications. On the same 
occasion (May 17, 1824), Mr. O'OonneU re- 
ferred to ootemporaneous circumstances and 
personages ; m strong terms he declared his 
^approbation of the conduct in respect to 
Catholic burials of Archbishop Magee -he re 
ferred to a transaction at Cork, so long before 
as in 1818 ; condemned the « Burial Act," and 
contended for the probabiUty of some Protes- 
tant clergyman acting as Mr. Shell had antici- 
pated; he instanced "Parson Graham" at 
Derry, and the affair in a churchyard in 
LimOTiok ; and also referred to the example of 
Sir Haroourt Lees, as proof of the lengths to 
which infuriated bigotry will lead menf The 
learned gentleman then mentioned the Bishop 
of limerick, the Right; Rev. Dr. Jebb, on 
whom he pronounced a high eulogium. He 
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regretted to observe that that excellent person 
had been influenoed by the unfounded asser- 
tions repeated in Dr. Magee's letter. . . • ^^ To 
Doctor Jebb might the maligners of the Irish 
peasantry be referred for a happy and forcible 
example of what might be effected in this unfor- 
tunate country by a conciliating ecclesiastic 
and a genuine Christian ; by the residence of a 
humane and enlightened landlord, and the in- 
terference of a man who was determined to 
have the laws administered for the benefit of 
the people, and not as the means of gratifying 
individual caprice and malignity ; such were 
the means by which Doctor Jebb had succeeded 
in securing the affections and gratitude of miser- 
able thousands ; and although he had made 
unfavourable allusions to the Catholic Associa- 
tion, yet he (Mr. O'Connell), would rather have 
his censure than Doctor Magee's praise." 

A resolution was then agreed to, declaring, 
" as a matter of fact," that " prayers have con- 
stantly been read at Catholic burials." 

This detail serves the purpose of making 
manifest the large share which this subject 
occupied of the public attention, and the in- 
tensity of public feeling generally upon it. In 
relating this course of action and these ex- 
pressions, fully has it been shown to what a 
glorious parentage the Dublin Catholic Ceme- 
teries can lay claim in tracing their existence 
to the Catholic Association. 

When that great organisation was threatened 
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-with suppression — as was done in the king's 
speeoh at the opening of Parliament, in 1825* — 
what was it P It had not had two entire years 
of existence, yet it consisted of Catholic pre- 
lates, peers, and baronets; of many Protestants 
of noble families and great possessions ; of many 
distinguished members of high and learned 
professions ; of commercial men of great wealth 
and character ; of country gentlemen, farmers, 
traders, and substantial citizens. What had 
been its action — what was its purpose ? The 
Association met publicly, in order to prepare 
and forward petitions to both Houses of Par- 
liament, for the redress of grievances, and to 
procure for the poor, the ignorant, and the 
defenceless, redress from the known tribunals 
of the law, for the outrages and injuries arising' 

from party spiritt 

The work in relation to Catholic burial was 
not laid aside ; a Committee was appointed, and 
although delay in accomplishing practical re- 
sults did take place, yet after much inquiry 
about obtaining ground, suitable as to situation 

* The story of the formation of the Catholic Associa- 
tion, and of the introduction of the Suppression Bill 
(called " The Algerine Act "), is briefly told in Chapter 
VII. of Wyse's (Right Hon. Sir Thomas) " Historical 
Sketch of the late Catholic Association of Ireland " (Vol. 
I.) pp. 198, et seq.) London, 1829. 

t These expressions occur in a petition to Parliament 
adopted by the Association. It was the production of a 
talented young barrister, named Brie, whose untimely 
fate in a duel cut short a career of great promise. 
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and tenure, for a burial-ground, it was not 
until the month of May, 1828, that an agree- 
ment was made for a piece of ground, and a 
report was brought up at the meeting of the 
Catholic Association on the 7th of June, 1828, 
and adopted on the motion of Patrick Costello, 
Esq., seconded by Daniel O'Connell, Esq. 
The following extracts are interesting : — 

^* In renderiiig an account of the duties imposed on 
tliem, your Committee beg to inform the Association that 
they have completed their labours by nominating His 
Grace the Catholic Archbishop of Dublin ;♦ The Very 
Rev. Dr. Coleman, V.G. and P.P. ; The Very Rev. Dean 
Lube, P.P.; Daniel O'Connell; Nicholas Mahon ; and 
Christopher Fitzsimon, Esqrs., to be trustees for the 
burial-grounds; and have nominated Thomas Dwyer, 
John Heynolds, Michael Walsh, D. J. J. Magee, John 
Kedmond, Marcus Hickey, Kean Smith, Lawrence Finn, 
M. J. CKelly, Michael Spratt, James Moran, Timothy 
O'Brien, and John Browne, Esqrs., as a permanent Com- 
mittee to conduct the aifairs of the burial-grounds, with 
power to fill up any vacancies that may occur in their 
Body, and also to make such regulations as they may deem 
most useful for the public interest. They have also ap- 
pointed the Rev. F. J. L'Estrange, Secretary to the Com- 
mittee. ♦ ♦ * Your Committee request the Associa- 
tion will enable the actinff Committee to carry into effect 
this truly national work, oy granting, as a loan, a sum of 
six hundred pounds, to pay the purchase-money of the 
above-named ground, for which they have agreed ; and 
also, that the Finance Committee may be empowered to 
lend such other sums as may be necessary for the outfit 
of said burial-ground." 

The money was given, and the purchase 
completed, and thus, by the acquisition of what 

, - * The Most Eev. Daniel Murray. 
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is known as " Golden Bridge Cemetery," the 
purpose for which the Committee had been ap- 
pointed was effected, namely, to procure a burial 
ground wherein Catholics might have an op- 
portunity of having the solemn rites of religion 
duly solemnised over the remains of their de- 
ceased friends without being exposed to insult, 
and where persons of every religious denomina- 
tion may, without hindrance, inter their friends, 
and have performed their religious ceremonies.* 
The works necessary for enclosing and laying 
out the ground for a cemetery were proceeded 
with. It appears by the records of July, 1829, 
that a further sum of £230 had been received 
from the Association ; and, in August, a 
clergyman, who had taken much interest in the 
good work (the Rev. George Canavan), offered 
to advance funds for carrying on the enclosure 
and building a chapel, repayment to be made 
out of the fees. To this same priest the arch- 
bishop delegated powers to consecrate the 
ground, which ceremony took place on the 15th 
of October following. The Deed of Trust con- 
stituting the Committee a body united to regu- 
late the undertaking bears date the 29th of 

* The example thus set was soon followed. In Cork, 
the Very Key. Theobald Mathew obtained for a Ceme- 
tery a beautifully-planted piece of ground which had 
been the Botanic Gardens of the Royal Cork Institution. 
The "Apostle of Temperance" lies there. St. Joseph's 
Cemetery (as it is called) is in charge of his Order (the 
Capuchins). 
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March, 1830 ; arrangements were made as to 
the mode of carrying out interments, also for 
the audit of accounts ; and as to the profits, it 
was arranged that, subject first to the repay- 
ment of the sums advanced, that they should 
be applied to the education of the people. So 
early as the year 1831, no less a sum than £100 
was devoted to the completion of the schools of 
the Christian Brothers, in North Biohmond- 
street, so well known as " O'Connell's Schools." 
Proud were the Catholics to have as " God's 
Acre," their own ground ; ready were they to 
avail themselves of it, as the solemn necessity 
arose ; and soon so great was the demand, 
that the requirements threatened to exhaust 
the capacity of the new cemetery, and the 
Committee set themselves to look for addi- 
tional ground. Some was acquired near Mill- 
town, but an injunction obtained from the 
Court of Chancery, at the instance of neigh- 
bouring inhabitants, prevented its intended use, 
and it had to be abandoned, the Committee 
sustaining a heavy loss by the transaction. In 
July, 1831, negooiations commenced for the 
acquisition of ground at Glasnevin, which were 
completed in the following month ; and on the 
29th of September following, the deed was exe- 
cuted by which a title, since converted into a 
fee-farm grant, was obtained of nine statute 
acres. On the 21st of February, 1832, the 
ground was, under proper ecclesiastical autho- 
rity, consecrated by the Rev. William Tore 
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(afterwards Yioar-General), and whose honoured 
name has a frequent place in the records and 
roll of the Committee. Here, then, is the be- 
ginning of that great cemetery, so important 
and interesting a feature in the public institu- 
tions of the metropolis of Ireland.* 

The necessity quickly came on for extending 
the Cemetery, and in July, 1833, additional 
ground having been acquired, it w:as conse- 
crated. Soon a fresh necessity arose, and in 
1836, the dimensions of Prospect Cemetery were 
again extended. The cost of these and other 
purchases amounts to a considerable sum. In 
1831, £358 was paid as a fine, besides a large 
rent, afterwards fined down by a payment of 
£1,250. Later £3,000 was in a like manner 
devoted as to another portion, and £773 paid 
for a like purpose. Later on, a sum of £3,450 
was paid for a purchase in fee. In recent years 
more land became necessary, and its cost was 
nearly £5,000, and a further acquisition in fee 
was made at an expense of over £1,400. The 
greatness to which the undertaking, in the be- 
gining so small, has developed from the neces- 
sity of meeting the constant demand as burials 
fill up the ground, may be conceived from this 
expenditure of over £15,000 upon the land in 

* According to Joyce (" Irish Names of Places," Third 
Edition, p. 441), the village of Glasnevin takes its name 
from the streamlet, Olas-Naddheny which nms through 
the demesne of Belville and joins the Tolka at the 
bridge. 
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Prospect Cemetery ; yet it does not cover all 
the expenditure for like purposes, nor of course 
the rents to which some of the ground is liable, 
nor the enormous expenditure for drainage to 
fit it for the intended purpose. It may here 
oonveniently be stated that the extent of ground 
as at present (1878) enclosed is, 58 acres 
roods, 36 perches statute measure. 

Setuming to the action of the Committee in 
the early period of their anxious labours, it 
should be told how, beyond the routine of 
management and the development of improved 
arrangement, there were matters calling for 
special exertions on their part which are not 
even now without interest. 

The mischiefs apprehended, with too much 
cause, from public-houses being opened in the 
vicinity of the Cemetery, led the Committee to 
vigorously oppose licenses for the sale of intoxi- 
cating dnnk oeing granted to premises in the 
locality. Scenes unhappily occurred which 
made it prudent to restrict the time for funerals 
to the earlier hours of the day. Of a difiPerent 
kind were the precautions which had to be 
adopted to prevent bodies being surreptitiously 
raised for the purpose of dissection ; tne towers 
to be found at different parts of the boundary- 
walls were erected, for the better watching 
of the ground; an oath was taken from 
each person employed, against any attempts 
of tne nature referred to, and fire-arms 
were provided to be used, if urgent necessity 

3* 
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demanded, against those engaged in this abhor- 
rent traffic. Meantime, the principle was kept 
in view and acted upon, that facilities should 
be afforded for the unrestricted exercise of 
religious rites by members of every religious 
community. Nor was it lost sight of that 
consideration was due to the pressure which 
sickness and death brought upon the poorer 
classes, and from an early period it was arranged 
that ground should be appropriated for burials 
at the rate of one shilling and sixpence per 
head — an arrangement which has never since 
been departed from. By prudent forethought, 
when the liabilities incurred in the purchase of 
ground, and the necessary workswefe discharged, 
the Committee arranged, after the due manage- 
ment and care of the cemeteries had been pro- 
vided for, to lay by yearly a sum out of the 
profits to liquidate ultimately the rents and 
like charges for which the land is liable ; and 
this wise policy now forms the provision in a 
Bye-law, by which a proportion of the sums 
received for grants of plots sold in perpetuity 
during each year, shall be funded annually for 
the purpose of making provision for payment 
or extinguishment of rents. 

Here it may be told too, as further proof 
that the early policy and intention of O'Oonnell 
have never been lost sight of, what sums have 
been devoted out of the surplus of receipts 
over expenditure to assisting the great and 
noble work of the religious education of the 
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people. To charities strictly of an educational 
ohaitacter grants were made — 

In the years in the first decade from 1831, £ 

amounting to - - - 632 

In the next ten years, to 1850, - - 777 

Do. do., 1860, - - 2,096 

Do. do., 1871, - - 4,312 

Since that year, - - - 1,669 

Making a total sum of - - £9,486 

devoted to the object stated in the infant days of 
the institution as the purpose to which, as its 
working was developed, its profits would pro- 
periy be devoted. In this place, although 
anticipating again in strict chronological se- 
quence the relation of events of perennial 
interest in connexion with the institution, it 
comes more appropriately to record that its con- 
stantly growing importance, as its operations 
extended^ suggested the value it would be to 
the Committee to possess parliamentary powers 
to regulate its management. An Act was 
obtained in August, 1846, for the maintenance 
of the Cemeteries at Golden Bridge and 
Prospect, in the county of Dublin, and to create 
a perpetual succession in the governing body 
or Committee for managing the same. It 
is interesting to trace here the important place 
this Committee held amongst the Catholic Dody, 
as shown by the personages whose names are 
recited in the first section as ''The present 
Trustees and Committee or Body constituted 
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for the govemment of said Barial-grounds.^' 
They are: — His Grace the Most Keverend 4 
Daniel Murray, Archbishop ; the Bight Reve- 
rend Michael Blake, Bishop ; the Very Reve- 
rend William Tore, Clerk ; Daniel O'Connell, 
Esquire, Member of Parliament, and Chris- 
topher Fitzsimon, Esquire, Trustees; G-eorge 
Atkinson, Doctor of Medicine ; Stephen Cop- 
pinger, Barrister-at-Law ; Patrick Costello, 
Esquire ; Henry Grattan Curran, Barrister-at- 
Law ; Terence Thomas Dolan, Gentleman ; 
James Fagan, Merchant ; Fergus Farrell, 
Merchant ; William Ford, Gentleman ; Charles 
P. Gavin, Alderman ; John Keshan, Alderman ; 
Joseph Denis Mullen, Esquire ; Denis Moylan, 
Merchant; Timothy O'Brien, Alderman and 
Member of Parliament ; Patrick M'Owen, 
Merchant ; Richard 0' Gorman, Merchant ; 
John Reynolds and Michael Walsh, Esquires ; 
James Egan, Merchant. The record of the 
names of these trusted members of the Catholio 
community, all save one (Dr. George Atkinson) 
passed away, must be of interest. Under 
powers given by this Act, Bye-Laws have been 
framed regulating elections on vacancies occur- 
ring, order of proceedings at meetings, com- 
mittees for visiting and inspecting the Ceme- 
teries, and for special purposes ; the duties of 
the officers, and discharge of the business, the 
management of the Cemeteries, the audit of 
the accounts, and the application of moneys. 
The tardiness of legislation is evidenced by 
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the droumstanoe that it was in 1868 the suh- 
jeot of discussion in the House of Commons 
how the state of the law in Ireland as to 
religious service at burials* could be amended. 
Mr. William Monsell (now Lord Emly ) brought 
in a Bill providing that, from and after the 
passing of the Act, the bodies of persons belongs 
ing to other denominations than that of the 
Established Church should have the right of 
sepulture in the parish churchyard, and that 
the service of the faith in which they had lived 
and died should be read over them by the 
clergy of such faith. In the debate Mr. 
Jonathan Pim (a Member of the Society of 
Friends) spoke of the complaints of the Dis- 
senters as well as of the Roman Catholics ; and 
the attention of the House was called to the 
fact that seven Presbyterian clergymen had 
represented to the Presbytery in Dublin that 
they had asked permission to read the services 
of their church* over members of their faith, 
but had been refused by the Protestant rectors 
to whom those applications had been made. 

The sketch of the history of the work of the 
Catholic Cemeteries Committee would not be 
complete if it were not shown that that body 
was not remiss in paying due honour to such 
of their fellow-countrymen as had by their 
acts manifested worthily devotion and affection 
to their native land. Not by offers only of 
doing all in their power to give resting-places 
in honour and reverence to the mortal remains 
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of men who had deserved well of their coimtry, 
but by free and liberal expenditure they paid 
tribute to the illustrious memory of many to 
whom Ireland's sons owe gratitude. And thus 
has Olasnevin become a place of pilgrimage to 
all in our own land, and to visitors from distant 
lands who would meditate over the hallowed 
graves of many Irishmen whose memories are 
immortal. 

It was on the 14th October, 1817, that 
the life of John Philpot Curran — a life full of 
labour, daring patriotism and love — ended for 
this world. At nine o'clock on that night his 
spirit, which shrunk from no toil, and feared 
no peril for country, fame, and passion, went to 
another home.* He had written — **The last 
duties will be paid by that country on which 
they are devolved ; nor will it be for charity 
that a little earth will be given to my bones. 
Tenderly wiU those duties be paid, as the debt 
of well-earned affection and of gratitude not 
ashamed of her tears." 

Tet, for some cause, his body was, on his 
death, placed in the vaults of Faddington 
Church, in London, where he had breathed 
his last. There for nearly twenty years they 
were allowed to remain. Honour to the 
memory of those Irishmen— now all. gone— 
who verified his words and won for his mother 
earth the resumption of what was her own. 

* '< Memoir^'' hj Thomas Davis. 
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It was in November, 1834, that in the Com- 
mittee it was mooted that to their loving 
guardianship these remains should be trans- 
ferred, and communications were made in 
becoming terms of respect to members of the 
deceased patriot's family. How these tenders 
were met will be best told in the words of his 
son; they are taken from a letter £rom Mr. 
William Henry Curran, read to the Committee 
on the 1st December, 1834 : — 

"At the period of my father's death, it was very 
much upon me that the duty and responsibility of dis- 
posing of his remains devolved. Upon that occasion 1 
was not without a natural anxiety in reference to him, 
merely as a departed relative, that the land of his birth 
should be his final resting-place; and 1 further was 
assured that this feeling could not be indulged to excess 
in respect of one who, having risen from among the 
people and lived in dishonest times, had firmly and to 
the end resisted every temptation to turn upon those 
from whom he had sprung, thereby establishing for hia 
memory in the hearts of his countrymen a strong and 
general wish amounting to a right that what remained 
of him should be among them. 

*' But difficulties — some of them legal ones, and need- 
less now to be specified or disclosea — intervened, and 
accordingly, acting at the time to the best of my judg- 
ment, but sorely against my feelings as son and country- 
man, I acquiesced in the arrangement by which his 
remains were committed to their present place of deposit. 
1 did so, however, imder a persuasion that the deposit 
there would be only temporary ; and the particular place 
was selected vnth a view to the facility of removal when- 
ever it might be demanded by his country.'' 

The Committee proceeded to make arrange- 
ments for the removal. At their expense an 
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agent was sent to London to carry it out fit- 
tingly, and he attended until all was completed. 
At first the remains were placed in the family 
vault of Lord Olonourry at Lyons, whilst the 
necessary preparations were made for its final 
removal. Tins took place on Thursday, the 
9th February, 1837 ; and at 7 o'clock, p.m., 
the mortal remains of the late Right Hon. 
John Philpot Curran were deposited in -the 
spot prepared at Prospect Cemetery for their 
reception. The body was conveyed from 
Lyons in a hearse drawn by four horses (pro- 
vided by the family), and was accompanied 
throughout by William Henry Curran, John 
Finlay, LL.D., Cornelius Lyne, and A. 
Carew O'Dwyer, Esqrs. 

It is not unworthy of record that by the 
minutes of the Committee's meeting on Mon- 
day, 5th June, 1837, it appears that Henry 
Grattan Curran, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, of 
Grloucester-street, was unanimously elected a 
member of that body, and the terms in which 
his election was communicated to him indicates 
in words full of meaning the spirit which then 
actuated that body. They were as follows : — 

" The Committee, of which you are now a member, 
was the last legacy bequeathed in trust for the ben^t 
of Ireland by the Catholic Association, and the wisdom 
of the policy which guided and occasioned the trust, as 
well as the fidelity with which the great design has 
been carried into effect, are best evinced by the monu- 
ments of the Cemeteries, and the confidence of the sur- 
Tiving friends of nearly thirty-four thousand persons 
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whose honoured remains rest together without any reli- 
gious or uncharitahle distinction. 

" A series of insults to the inoffending dead, and of 
wanton outrage to the lacerated feelings of the living, 
have led to the institution of sanctuaries where all may 
repose in the hope of resurrection, secure from the male- 
YOience of bigotry and intolerance." 

To which Mr. Curran replied thus : — 

"Forcibly and justly have you characterised the insti- 
tution in the conauct of which lam thus called to share, 
and of which I find it difficult to sa^ whether it should 
be esteemed more valuable as an evidence of the liberal 
feelings with which it is governed, or, as a memorial of 
those feelings, proud, pious, and patriotic, out of which it 
grew. 

" LooHng at the beautiful and invaluable depository 
provided for those relics, which it is human instinct to 
revere, while I wonder at the bigotry by which that 
instinct could have been outraged, I cannot but admire 
the dispensation by which even bigotry has been made 
instrumental to shedding around the 'unforgotten dead ' 
the rapture of repose that's there. 

" I accept with gratitude the trust of watching over 
the interests of an institution so admirable." 

Some time before (in January, 1836), a 
meeting of the friends of Curran had taken 
place with reference to the erection of a monu- 
ment to him ; and in May, 1838, the Committee 
received Dr. Finlay, who, as Secretary to the 
movement, introduced the trustees in whose 
names the funds contributed for the erection 
of a monument to the memory of Curran had 
heen lodged in the bank, namely, Messrs. 
Andrew Carew O'Dwyer, Thomas L. Kelly, 
and Corballis; and it having been proposed 
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that a sum of £300 be appropriated to the 
erection of a mausoleum over the remains 
of Mr. Curran at Prospect Cemetery, and that 
the remainder of what had been, or may be 
subscribed generally through respect for his 
memory, be applied to the formation of an ad- 
ditional fund for the erection of a statue or other 
testimonial in the metropolis ; it was resolved 

— ^' That this Oommittee accede to the proposition now 
made to them by the trustees and secretary of the Com- 
mittee of the Curran Monument, and that it will 
afford this Committee much satisfaction if the sur- 
plus of the ' Curmn Monument Fund/ over and above 
the said sum of £300, can be made available by future 
exertions towards the erection of another monument to 
the memory of that great Irishman in this Metropolis." 

In St. Patrick's Cathedral a bust by Chris- 
topher Moore, on a sarcophagus, has been 
placed. Not unworthy of the subject is it. 
** It is " said Thomas Davis, *' most like him 
in his glorified mood —full of thought and 
action." 

The monument that marks his grave is a fac- 
simile of the chef d^ceuvre of the antique known 
as the tomb of Scipio Barbatus (or, as some 
say, Barbaticus), near the St. Sebastian gate 
and opposite the Baths of Caracalla in Rome. 
It is a magnificent specimen of that simple, 
durable, massive grandeur which the early 
artists of the mistress of the world deemed 
suitable to the character of a great man's 
sepulchre ; fit to outlive, like its great Roman 
prototype, numerous generations of men, and 



40 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMETERIES. 

bear down the name of its honoured object to 
the admiration of a most distant posterity. 
This tomb, which was constructed under the 
care of Mr. J. T. Papworth, A.E.H.A., is com- 
posed of the finest Irish granite. For beauty 
and solidity the material cannot be surpassed ; 
it is harder than freestone, is capable of being 
cut into the finest forms of architecture, it 
withstands any weather, and sparkles like 
silver in the sun. The tomb is in the form of 
a sarcophagus, of the Doric order of architec- 
ture, richly sculptured. The triglyphs are 
most delicately wrought, and the metopes are 
ornamented with pateras. The height is eight 
feet two inches. Each block of granite used 
is of the weight of from four to five tons.* 

It remains, in recording this interesting inci- 
dent connected with one of Ireland's greatest 
sons, to state that O'Connell, with an apprecia- 
tion worthy of his great and generous nature 
of the object in view, showed his earnest 
anxiety to aid in doing honour to the memory 
of Curran. 

In the interval between the first steps 
towards placing in Irish soil the remains of 
that great orator and patriot, a death occurred 
which solicited a strong expression of feeling, 
to which the Committee readily responded. 
Edward Euthven, M.P., an honest advocate of 

• The Irish Penny Journal, Vol. I., p. 408, June 26, 1841. 



DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMETERIES. 41 

Ireland's independence, and a bold defender of 
the rights of the artisan olass^ died. A depu- 
tation from the Trades' Union waited on the 
Committee to request that a grave should be 
given in the Cemetery to the patriot just de- 
ceased. The request was readily acceded to. 
His funeral took place on the 9th April, 
1 836^ and at it the presence of public bodies 
and others attested the honour in whioh he was 
held, whilst the imposing and graceful monu- 
ment over his grave, near to that of Curran, 
records his eminent public services. 

Before the greatest act of duty be recorded — 
that which the Committee discharged to their 
illustrious founder — it may be mentioned that, 
in a like spirit of reverence for the great Irish- 
man who had passed from earth and lay in 
other lands, it was sought, in 1842, to obtain 
the removal from Old St. Pancras churchyard, 
in London, of the remains of the celebrated 
Rev. Arthur O^Leary, D.D., the courted com- 
panion of Burke, Sheridan, Fox, and Fitz-^ 
William. In 1802, aged 72, he had died in 
London.* The desired removal proved to be 
impracticable. 

So, too, when-in May, 1850, it was generally 
known that the health of Thomas Moore was 

*" Oompendium of Irisli Biography." By Alfred Webb. 
Dublin, 1878. Father O'Leary's life was written by the 
Bey. Thomas R. England, P.P. (brother of the great 
Bishop of Charleston), and afterwards (1868) by the 
Rey. Michael B. Buckley. 
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failing, the Committee put upon their minutes 
that, in the event of his demise, they were 
prepared to expend a sum of £500 for expanses 
attendant on the transfer of his remains to 
Ireland, and on his funeral. On his death a com- 
munioation was made, informing Mrs. Moore of 
the ardent desire of the Committee, that ^' the 
poet of all circles, and the idol of his own," 
should rest in that " dear isle of his own," of 
which he had so sweetly sung. The offer of 
the Committee was courteously declined. 

When news came of the death, at Florence, 
on Sunday, the 25th May, 1851, of Richard 
Lalor Sheil, the Committee proposed to Shell's 
friends to place his remains beside those of 
O'Connell. The offer was not accepted, as 
Mrs. Sheil wished that his grave might be 
where she could in death sleep beside him. His 
remains were conveyed home in a British ship 
of war, and interred at Long Orchard, in the 
county Tipperary. His name, like many 
another, had taken an English form from a 
very ancient Irish original — Saidhaily latinised 
at a very early date in the form Sedulius* 

In 1866, the Rev. Daniel William Cahill, 
D.D., whose fame as a pulpit orator and scien- 
tific lecturer was so great, passed from life in 
Boston, U.S. In 1864, an application was 

* " Compendium of Irish Biography " (Webb). An 
eloquent memoir of Sheil was written by Thomas Mac- 
Nevin. (« Speeches," Dublin, Duffy, 1845.) 
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made from America as to having his remains 
placed in the national Cemetery, and a grant 
of ground was at once made. For some reason 
it was not availed of. 

Another instance may be mentioned. The 
survivor of the brothers Banim, whose '* Tales 
by the O'Hara family " are of the best order of 
national literature, passed from life, in 1874, at 
a very advanced age. The Committee, in 
consideration of his distinguished abilities, 
tendered to his family a plot of ground, free of 
charge, in any part of Prospect Cemetery they 
might select for his interment. In reply to 
this offer Mrs. Banim tendered her thanks to 
the Committee, adding that, in accordance with 
his expressed desire, Michael Banim had been 
interred with his own kith and kin in Kil- 
kenny, where his brother John had been 
buried. 

In these the Committee failed to obtain their 
patriotic desire ; as to others their wishes bore 
fruit, and mention will be made in a more 
fitting place of occasions on which they pursued 
successfully their object of adding fresh national 
interest to that tract of land by the Tolka's 
bank, through which passed — if tradition be 
true — some of the combatants after the fight 
was lost and won, where Ireland's patriotic 
king, her liberator of the eleventh century — 
Brian the Brave — ^freed her from " the proud 
invader." . That the locality is connected with 
that great event in Ireland's story is certain ; 
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for it is recorded* how the forces were after- 
wards routed by dint of battling, bravery, 
and striking, by MaelseacAlainn (MaJachy) from 
Tulcainn (the Tolka) to Ath-claith (now Dublin) 
against the foreigners and the Leinstermen. 
The royal tent and head-quarters of Brian (or 
Bryen) of the Tributes {Boroimhe or Borumha)^ 
^^ The Augustus of all the west of Europe," 
said to have been at the place now pointed 
out by the name of Conquer Hill, near the 
seashore, a short distance beyond the preseut 
village of Clontarf ; but the battle-field ex- 
tended widely over the adjoining plains^ and the 
pursuing and retreating parties had fierce con- 
flicts along the shore towards Baheny, Baldoyle, 
and Howth, on one side, and on the other, as 
far as the river Tolka, and the place now called 
Ballybough-bridge towards Dublin.t 

* ** Annals of the Kingdom of Ireland/' by the Four 
Masters, edited by John O'Donovan, LL.D., ii., 776, 
Dublin, 1851. Reference is made to Oolgan's '* Acta 
Sanctorum," p. 106, and "Ogypia," p. 436. 

Another fact may be mentioned as adding to the 
historical interest of the neighbourhood of what is now 
known as '' The Tolka." There was a battle fought at 
a place called the Wood of Tolka early in the Eleventh 
Century. D' Alton, in the " History of the County Dub- 
lin," gives this as an historical event connected with the 
Tolka river, p. 683. In Boate's '' Ireland's Natural His- 
tory," printed in 1652, the Finglas river is called '' The 
Brook of Dromcouran," and '' Dromcouran-water." 

t See Owen Connellan's edition of the '' Annals of the 
Four Masters." Dublin, 1846. 
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The story of the Committee assuming th^ 
greatest charge has now to be told. 

In the spring of 1847,the spirit of the country 
broken down by famine and pestilence, strained 
with anxiety, aching with dread, yearned for 
tidings of the journeying of him — ^her greatest 
son — who, with faith as deep and tender as 
child's to mother, had turned his great soul 
with longing towards the greatest of cities — ^the 
seat of the Prince of the Apostles. Sad tidings 
came in the first month of summer. In ^ Genoa 
the proud,'' O'Connell's great spirit had gone 
forth from its tenement of flesh ; that mighty 
form lay cold and still ; and for him who was 
^^ the uncrowned monarch of a people's affec- 
tions," nothing more could love and duty do but 
prepare the clay wherein his bones should rest 
until the awful day when all shall be called to 
judgment. That duty was instantly assumed 
as their own by the Cemeteries Committee. 
They solicited the permission of his sons to 
manifest towards their illustrious father the 
sense the country had of his loss. They eagerly 
sought the honour of being entrusted with his 
precious remains — to bear them from the foreign 
land, whereiu the Great Disposer of events had 
closed his mortal life, and to place them 
amongst thousands of his fellow-Catholics, 
where he had obtained for them the right of 
free interment with the sacred offices of holy 
Church. That all was done which even filial 
reverence could have desired is evidenced by 

5 



46 DT7BUN CATHOLIC CEMBTERIRS. 

the letter whioh his son, Mr. Morgan O'Connell, 
addressed to the Very Eev. Dr. X ore, to whose 
direction the Committee had entrusted all the 
arrangements, and to whose exertions and in- 
fluence the splendour and impressive effect of 
the obsequies were mainly due. Mr. O'Connell 

wrote thus : — 

" Mebbiox-squabe, 

*'Auffu8t 7 th, 18^7. 
" My nxiot and Vkby Rkv. Sm, 

" In the unavoidable absence of my elder brother, 
and in the name of our family, permit me to tender you 
and the other members of the Cemetery Committee our 
most heartfelt thanks for your exertions in the arrange- 
ments and conducting of the funeral of our beloved and 
lamented father, and all connected with it. The order, 
the regularity, the decorum manifested on the occasion, 
when such vast masses congregated, must have been 
owing in a great measure to the good feelings of the 
people; but I may fairly say the admirable arrange- 
ments made by the Cemetery Committee aided powers 
fully the go6d-will of all present in the procession. 

** It was, indeed, consoling to our amicted hearts to 
witness the respect paid to the beloved remains of our 
dear father, and the affectionate attention, activity, and 
zeal evinced by every member of the Committee in the 
execution of those arduous duties voluntarily undertaken 
in paying a tribute of esteem and attachment to one who 
in life was their sincere friend and faithful counsellor. — 
I have the honour to be, my dear and Very;Rev. Sir, 
with much respect, 

" Your grateful and obedient servant, 

"MOBQAN O'CONNKLL. 

w The Very Rev. Dr. Yore, V.G., &c." 

The conduct and spirit of the Committee on 
the great occasion were not over-estimated in 
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this tribute, for it appears from Minutes of 
proceedings ranging from 28th May, 1847, 
over the months of June and July following, 
that the Cemeteries Committee, feeling sensibly 
their peculiar debt to the illustrious man, then 
just deceased, entered freely upon the expendi- 
ture required for the obsequies befitting his 
eminent place in the estimation of the Catholic 
•world ; the transit from Genoa, the expenses of 
those who accompanied the remains, the lying 
in state in the Metropolitan Church, and the 
funeral procession, all took place at the cost of 
the Board, and a sum of over £1,800 was thus 
expended. On works connected with the 
ground appropriated for his remains was 
expended subsequently in the year 1860, 
a sum of between £400 and £500, of which 
about £220 was received from " The O'Connell 
Monument Committee." To these circum- 
stances reference may be made, in order 
that it may be seen in what spirit towards 
their illustrious colleague the Board of that 
period had acted — a spirit which was emulated 
at a later period by such of the Committee as 
had sat with O'Connell at its Board, and by the 
successors of others who had passed away. 
Originally it had been contemplated by the 
body already mentioned — "The Monument 
Committee '* — to carry out an idea of the great 
antiquary, George Petrie, LL.D., and to place, 
as the monument to Ireland's Liberator, a 
group of buildings; a chapel of the earliest 



48 DtJBLIK CATHOLIC CEMETERIES. 

Btyle of dhristian architeoture in Ireland (ex- 
amples of which remain at Glendalough^ on 
Arran, &o.), a Celtic stone cross, and a round 
tower. The last was begun and carried up 
to proportions far ^eater than any existing 
in the country. The effect of this course 
— why adopted, it is not easy to conceiye, 
and by whom pursued, it is now useless to 
inquire — was to prevent the possibility, even 
if funds were available,* of carrying out 
Petrie's design. The country's tribute to her 
^at son took another form, to be embodied 
m the execution of the Irish-bom sculptor 
— Foley's magnificent model of the monu- 
ment, which is to have the finest place in the 
stateliest street in Ireland's capital. Of a 
different nature was the duty of the Committee 
towards their founder, and that after a time 
they proceeded to discharge. In 1868, a Com- 
mittee of the Board was appointed to report on 
the subject, and they reported, amongst other 
things, that ** the Visitors' Book showed daily 
evidence that * O'ConnelFs grave ' is an object 
of abiding interest and veneration to persons 
coming from every quarter of the globe. Its 
present situation, not apart from the graves of 
other dead, and less distinguished than most of 
those which surround it— its condition, with 
paltry and flimsy decoration, with no adom- 

*It was estimated that the cost would he little short 
of £6,000. 
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ment but the flowers renewed by the remem«»- 
branoe of the servants of your Board — all is 
unworthy, and your Committee have no hesita- 
tion in saying that, subject to oonsultation 
with such surviving members of the family as 
are reasonably aooessible, no time should be 
lost in having the coffin removed, with becoming 
ceremony and accompaniments, to the crypt at 
the foot of the Bound Tower, that in that more 
spacious and suitable vault the coffin should be 

J laced, enclosed in a sarcophagus or altar tomb, 
rish in design, and that the crypt itself should 
be decorated with proper emblems, inscriptions, 
or other appropriate ornament ;" and the Com- 
mittee expressed their hope ''that the result 
would be that the grave of O'Connell, in the 
greatest Catholic Cemetery in his own land, 
would be not wholly unworthy, as now it 
certainly is, of the place his memory holds in 
the gratitude, veneration, and love of his fellow- 
countrymen." Action was at once taken on 
this recommendation ; consultations were sought 
and had with the principal living members of 
theO^Connell family, and after due deliberation, 
the form of monument determined upon by the 
Cemetery Committee was that known as the 
altar-tomb one. The following description of 
what was carried out was published at the 

time: — 

'* The design of the tomb consists of seven sunk and 
pierced panels, and a carved panel of the arms of the 
t)*Oonnell family. There are three of these pi^!ced 
panels on eadi ndoi and one at the west end, so that th' 

5* 
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coffin containing the remains may be seen through the 
trefoil openings. In front of each of the panels rises a 
semicircular arch, supported by a base, shaf t, and capital. 
The soffits of each arch are elaborately carved in imita- 
tion of the best examples of pure Celtic ornament, taken 
from Dr. Petrie's worK, and from casts taken from exist- 
ing remains of Irish ornaments. A fillet, running round 
the outer surface of each arch, serres to form a spandril^ 
slightly sunk ; this is filled with interlaced serpents, a 
style of ornament generally used in the best example^ 
extant of this class of work. The bases are rouna on 
plan, and represent a serpent coiled round them^ as 
shown in Dr. Petrie's 'Irish Antiquities/ published in 
the ' Transactions of the Koyal Irish Academy/ vol. xx., 
p. 245. The capitals are also rounded on plan, and 
nlled in between uie collar mould and the Abacus with 
singularly beautiful interlaced ornament, each one of 
different design and treatment, still most carefully 
preserving the ancient Lrish character. The Abacus of 
each capital is studded with the carved ornaments, 
generally known as bolt-heads, also from ancient Irish 
examples. The four angles of the tomb are rounded and 
slightly sunk, and carved with interlaced designs, still 
preserving the square form ^t the plinth, and imder the 
plate of the tonob. The shafts or small pillars are of 
Irish red and peen marbles highlv polished. The table 
of the tomb is formed of one sfab of Kilkennv black 
marble, which projects slightly over the face of the sub- 
structure, moulded and sunk to receive a brass inscrip- 
tion-plate, on which is engraved in Latin — Translation 
— ' Daniel O'Connell, of Ireland the Liberator, to the 
seat of the Apostles going, on the 16th May, 1847, at 
Genoa, fell asleep in the Lord, having lived 73* years. 

* The following letter from the son of the liberator's eldest son 
Maurice, shows mat this figure is incorrect : — 

*' Sir,— There is an error in the inscription on the cofSn, which was, 
owing to my not peroeiring it in time, repeated on the tomb. My 
granofather was only 71 when he died, or in his 72nd year, not 78r^ 
as on the tomb. He was bom on August 6th, 1775, and of course, 
Vould not ba 72 till August 6th, 1847. 

" DANIEL OXX)»N]BLL. 

« Darrynane Abbey, Gahlrdyeen, June 23rd. 1869." 
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RJ.P.' In the ceotre of slab an Irish cross is incised, 
taken from Dr. Petrie's work, vol. zx., p. 326. 

" The whole of the stone used is from the CoolcuUen 
quarry. The marble table is from GoUes's celebrated 
quarry in Kilkenny. 

'^ The following are the dimensions of the tomb : — 
Length, 9 feet ; width, 4 feet ; height, 3 feet 8 inches. 
The following is a description of other work in the 
crypt : — In the head of the doorway leading from the 
crypt into the basement chamber of the round tower is 
placed a tympanum of stone, on which is carved our 
olessed Lord crucified, the Blessed Vir^n and St. John 
at the foot of the cross ; underneath tue tympanum is 
placed a grill of wrought ironwork, tastefully designed, 
consisting of panels of shamrocks, painted and gilt. 
There are also suspended from the walls of the crypt 
four bannerets painted ; on the first the Irish Harp, the 
field being powdered with shamrocks An inscnptios 
written on label as follows :— 

* The Liberator of his Ciountry.' 

On the second, the Irish Wolf Dog. Inscription : — 

* The Friend of Ciidl and Religioiis Liberty, all over the world.* 

On the third, the Shamrock and Irish Crown. Inscrip- 
tion: — 

The Apostle of Moral Force * 

On the fourth, a monogram of O'Connell. Inscrip- 
tion: — 

( The Emancipator of his Catholic Fellow-Subjects.' 

On the wall oyer the entrance of the crypt is the fol- 
lowing inscription :— 

* My Body to Ireland. 
My Heart to Rome. 
My Soul to Heaven.' 

The whole of the work herein described was de- 
signed and carried out by the Messrs. Earl^r & Powells, 
sculptors, &c., Camden-street Works, Dublin, from the 



52 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEliETERIES. 

direction and under the superyision of Daniel O'Connell, 
Esq., D.L., of Darrynane Abbey, the grandson of the 
Great Liberator, and of Mark S. O'Shaughnessy, Esq., 
M.R.I. A.,Barri8ter-at-Law (a member of the Committee) 
who kindly selected the best examples of Irish ornaments 
to be copied.'' 

When all was ready, a programme was ar- 
ranged ; and as the ceremonial was to be wholly 
of a religious character, it was submitted to 
His Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Dublin, who was pleased to intimate through 
his then secretary (now the Lord Bishop of 
Ossory, the Most Eev. Patrick F. Moran,D.I).), 
" Tour programme seems admirably arranged, 
and His JSminence fully approves of it." 
The Eev. Joseph M*Swiggan, of the Cathedral, 
was selected by His Eminence to act as Master 
of Ceremonies, and His Eminence's sense of 
the sacred and important nature of the intended 
proceeding was further graciously evidenced 
by permission being given for the students of 
the Diocesan Seminary (Clonliffe), to attend to 
all that concerned the ceremonial and chanting. 
Thus sanctioned, the preparations were pro- 
ceeded with, and the co-operation of the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops, of other dignitaries, and 
of the clergy generally, was respectfully 
invited to this occasion, when fresh honour was 
to be paid to him who fought and won the 
great moral battle for Catholic Emancipation. 
The presence of the Catholic members of the 
Legislature was solicited, and the municipalities 
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of Ireland were asked to take their plaee^the 
promisent one they merited, in doing honour 
to the memory of " the friend of the people." 
Qrand and solemn as were his obsequies twenty- 
two years before — a time when Ireland was 
struggling in direst poverty and bitterest suffer- 
ing) through the terrible trial put upon her 
Chnstian people by Him who chastens where 
He loves — not less so in every splendid and 
gorgeous accessary to the rites of holy Church, 
and in the mighty gathering of all that was 
distinguished in their Catholic land was that 
manifestation of ever faithful love and gratitude 
which gathered in multitudes to assist on the 
occasion of the removal to the crypt under the 
Hound Tower of the remains of Daniel O'Connell. 
Under a glorious sunshine this took place upon 
Friday, the 14th May, 1869. 

The procession, which brought the remains 
placed on the 5th August, 1847, in their 
temporary resting-place, to that now prepared 
for their long rest, was headed by the Christian 
Brothers and their pupils, numbering over 
1,000. Next came deputations from the Muni- 
cipal Corporations, wound up by that of Dublin, 
with the Lord Mayor, attended by the officers 
of the Corporation. Then came the Lord 
Chancellor (the Bight Hon. Lord O'Hagan), 
and other members of the judicial bench, includ- 
ing the then Lord Chief Baron (the Bight Hon. 
David B. Piffot), the then Lord Chief Justice of 
the Court of Common Fleas (the Bight Hon. 
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James H. Monahan), the Hon. Mr. Justice 
O'Brien, the Hon. Judge Lynch, J. J. Murphy, 
Esq., Master in Chancery, and other legal digni- 
taries. The nobility, baronets, and gentry, 
came next ; and then the clergy, including, 
besides the Cardinal Archbishop, the Bishops 
of Ardagh, Down and Connor, Ferns, Qtdway, 
Eilmore, Eildare, Meath, and oVer 400 mem* 
bers of the priesthood, regular and secular- 
After the coffin came the members of the 
O'Connell family. Those who formed the pro- 
cession took the places prepared for each 
near the altar placed on a platform over the 
crypt ; the coffin was placed in front, a mighty 
multitude swelled aroimd, High Mass for the 
Dead was offered up, and the funeral sermon 
was preached by the greatest pulpit orator of 
the day, given by the Dominican Order to the 
church in Ireland, Father Thomas N. Burke, 
O.P.* 

Thus was O'Connell laid in his " long home." 
And if the structure which marks that spot be 
not as was that Mausoleum which in earlier 
of the world's days was one of its wonders, a 
greater has he in the associations and surround*- 
ings that encircle his grave — a greater and a 
lovelier in this spot of Irish earth than wealth 
or love could raise, or genius conceive, or skill 
execute. If you seek his monument, look 
around I Look over this beautiful tract of 

* Freema/iCs Journal, May 15, 1800. 
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gently-heaving land, stretching away for acre 
and acre, full of all the adornments of abound- 
ing nature's gifts ; look upon those spreading 
level meadows and softly-rising uplands all 
clothed in emerald tints — eye-refreshing; gaze 
along those alleys formed of mournful yew, 
and bending ash, and weeping willow, and 
solemn-coloured fir, and see how those almost 
endless vistas are dotted here and there by 
some human forms of grave man, or gentle 
woman, or graceful child, with hearts full of 
pious memories chastened by sorrow, to be 
poured forth in hopeful prayer over the resting- 
places of dear ones gone from the life in which 
they were well loved ; let your eye rest with- 
reverence on the sign of man's, redemption, 
which at every turn is upraised to preach of 
resurrection ; note how around each spot, along 
each path, is shown that not for worldly gain 
has religious and tender and thoughtful care 
gathered about the resting-places of the bodies 
which have been — it is the divine word — the 
temples of the Holy Ghost : — the rest from which 
they shall be roused when the archangel's 
trumpet shall bid corruption put on incorrup- 
tion ! Tes, this, all this is O'Connell's monu- 
ment — this great Necropolis of Catholic Ireland, 
which she owes to him. 
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CHAPTER IL 

A WALK THROUGH PROSPECT CEMETERY, 

GLASNEVIN. 

The occasion for the necessity of altering the 
place of entrance to the Cemetery presented itself 

. urgently to the Committee ahout the year 1870. 
Its extension from time to time had, from 
the situation of the locality, the existence of 
public roads, &c., been necessarily made towards 

.the southerly and westerly directions, those 
most distant from the original entrance near 
which the Mortuary Chapel had been built. 
One fact demonstrates the necessity for this 
continued extension, namely, that up to the 
close of the year 1870, the number interred at 
Prospect had nearly reached so great a total as 
238,000 persons. Upon the thirty-eighth year 
from its opening, in 1832, the yearly average 
of burials was over 6,000. It may be mentioned 
that the yearly average since 1870 exceeds 
7,000. Ground acquired shortly before had 
just been consecrated as ** St. Brigid's Section ;" 
this would at no very distant time be required 
to be made use of ; and the great inconvenience, 
which before long must arise, of funerals 
having to traverse a long distance, proceeding 
from the entrance and chapel, were considera- 
tions forcing the matter on the notice of the 
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management urgently. Accordingly, after much 
deliberation, a point was fixed upon, at which 
an entrance should be made from the road 
which leads to the quiet village of Finglas, in- 
teresting if only as being the resting-place of the 
mortal remains of the ecclesiastical historian of 
Ireland, the Eev. John Lanigan, D.D. 

The reasons for this selection have an im- 
portant bearing on the entire arrangements for 
the future management of the Cemetery — now 
an 'institution of the deepest interest to the 
community. The entrance, properly, ought to 
be at a point convenient of approach from the 
city, and giving ready access to every section 
of the Cemetery. That the great interest of 
the Cemetery will ever centre upon O'Conneirs 
Tomb, made it manifest that that object should 
meet the eye of the visitor immediately upon 
his entrance. Equally evident it was that a 
site adjacent to the entrance should be the posi- 
tion of the chapel, and that the occasion of its 
erection should be availed of to remove, so far 
as may be possible, every ground for the feelings 
which the poorer classes might entertain from 
the circumstance that the funeral service for 
those of their class had been recited in a shed 
somewhat distant from the chapel, into which, 
however, the dead belonging to the classes 
better circumstanced in the world, were taken 
when it was so requested. For carrying on the 
requisite business — ^the entries to be made in 
booksi and communication to be had with 
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persons conductiDg funerals — the staff and offices 
should be conoentrated near the.entrance ; and 
as the necessity for the use of the ground newly 
acquired was drawing near, the approaches to 
that ground, whilst necessarily convenient to it, 
yet should be so selected as also to be as con- 
venient as circumstances would admit to the 
old ground, to which resort would always be 
had as deaths occurred of members of families 
that had acquired plots there in perpetuity. 
Such were the causes and the reasons why it was 
decided to abandon the old entrance and to fix 
on the spot which seemed most suitable elsewhere. 
This decision at once led to the examination 
of how the necessity for a new Mortuary Chapel 
could most suitably, and in a manner most ap- 
propriate to its purpose, be provided for. Here 
was the Tower — could Petrie's chapel or ora- 
tory, and the monumental cross be now erected 
in its vicinity P It took very little considera- 
tion, to make it manifest to anyone of ordinary 
taste and common Bense^ that the enlarged size 
of the Tower as built prevented the erection of 
such a chapel as that in Petrie's design, which, 
if built of a size proportionate to the existing 
Tower, would present a solecism (so to speak) 
in architecture ; whilst if it were built of 
dimensions according with the original design, 
the chapel would be disproportionate to the 
Tower ; and in either case such an edifice would 
prove useless, as not adapted for its required 
purpose* Nevertheless^ careful investigation 
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made it manifest that the original idea of the 
O'Connell Monument, namely, a group of struc- 
tures, thoroughly Irish in design and devotional 
in character, could still be borne in view, and 
be appropriately carried out by the erection, in a 
suitable position, with respect to the Tower and 
crypt, of a chapel designed from examples of a 
later period in Irish ecclesiastical art than 
that suggested by Petrie, but yet of a very 
early period, and in a style peculiar to this 
country. Such, for example, was the chapel 
built at Oashel, a city which was the regal 
residence of the Munster kings, until (as the 
"Annals of the Four Masters," a.d. 1101, relate) 
Murtough O'Brien made such an offering as 
king never made before, namely, Cashel of the 
£ings, which he bestowed on the devout, with- 
out the intervention of a laic, or an ecclesiastic, 
but for the use of the religious in Ireland in 
general ; and then his successor emulated his 
holy zeal and erected what was the finest archi- 
tectural work up to its time erected in Ireland, 
small as were its proportions. In 1134, this 
church, built by Cormao MacCarthy, was con- 
secrated by the Archbishop and Bishops of 
Munster, "at which ceremony," saysthe Annal- 
ists, **the nobility of Ireland, both clergy and 
laity, were present." His tomb is to be seen at 
one side of the north porch, at the entrance to 
his chapel. Such, too, was the sutnptuous monas- 
tery, founded, a.d. 1194, at Corcumroe, county 
Clare, for Cistercian monks, by Donald, King of 
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Limerick, and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Others say that Donagh Carbrao, his 
son, was the founder, in the year 1200. Its 
chancel contains a tomb, having a full-size figure 
of Connor wfl Swrfamc O'Brien, King of Thomond, 
who was killed in battle, a.d. 1267.* To this 
period it was determined to turn, as affording 
examples of what was thoroughly and essen- 
tially Irish, and thus most suitable for an 
edifice devoted, in an Irish burial-place, to 
sacred purposes — to offering up the Holy 
Mysteries and other suffrage for the faithful 
interred there. 

With respect to the approach, it was resolved 
that the avenue should be in a curved line, pass- 
ing immediately in front of the new chapel, so 
that every coffin may be deposited at the porch, 
the hearse, bearers, &c.,^ passing on to a point 
of exit at some distance from the entrance-gate, 
and that the avenue should be only so wide 
as to allow of a single line of funeral processions 
passing through abreast at the same time. 
• Such having been the conclusions arrived at 
after much deliberation, to an eminent architect, 
whose works gave abundant proof of his taste 
and skill in his profession, in which his know- 
ledge of Irish architecture and his devotion to 
it were well known, to Mr. J. J. MacCarthy, 

* " Monasticon Hibernicum." (Archdall.) Edited by 
Rev. Patrick F. Moran (now Lord Bishop of Ossory), 
Dublin: W. B. Kelly, p. 73. See also DubUn Fenny 
Journal for 1834. 
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B.H.A., M.B.I.A., &0., was the task entrusted 
of preparing designs for the gate-entranoe, the 
offices, and the chapel. These ^orks were com- 
pleted in the year 1 878.* Through the massive 
gate, by the office porch, where is the place for 
transacting the details of the arrangements for 
interments, the visitor enters, and has at once 
before him the main entrance-walk, on the right 
the Eound Tower, on the left the Mortuary 
Chapel. To this building attention will at once 
be attracted. The syle of architecture is Ro- 
manesque, of that character which is peculiarly 
Irish. It is very different, indeed, from the 
very early buildings also erected, undoubtedly, 
for sacred purposes, examples of which are 
notably those upon the islands of Arran, 
and of which many others exist throughout 
the country. These, although but oratories, 
probably indicate what is also to be remarked 
in the latter buildings in style Eomanesque, 
which, so early as the sixth century, had a 
native growth in Ireland, namely, the character 
of the Church system in this island — a system 
rather of the family than that which existed in 
England : — and so it was that as there larger 
diocesan meetings took place, great edifices be- 
came necessary, whilst an examination of the 
ecclesiastical edifices in Ireland, even the latter 
ones (such as Corcumroe, and even Jerpoint, 
Holycross, &c.), shows that the Irish persevered 

* The contract for the chapel was carried out by Mr. 
Wm. Murphy. 
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in small buildings, of which Oashel affords nota- 
ble examples.* It was so early as in the sixth 
century, about a.d. 544, that Clonmaonoise 
was founded. Throughout many parts of the 
island from that date, the Bomanesque style 
marks the character of the ecclesiastical edifices 
and monuments ; one growing in beauty until 
about the twelfth century, when it attained its 
perfection. It was pre-existent to the Anglo- 
rf orman architecture, and entirely independent 
of it. It was by the foundation of Westminster 
Abbey, a.d. 1066, that the Bomanesque of 
Normandy was brought into England by 
Edward the Confessor. Far earlier was the 
Irish form in existence, growing into the beauty 
of which so many examples remain, until the 
ravages of the strangers, such as the plundering 
of Clonmacnoise, in 1552, led to the spoliation 
which by the cupidity, the irreverence, or the 
malignant or wanton mischief of succeeding 
times has left so little remaining, even in ruins, 
of that Bomanesque form which peculiarly be- 
longs to Irelandf 

The distinctive character of the Bomanesque 

» In the life of St. Patrick, by the Rev. William 
BuUen Morris, Prjest of the Obratory ^London, 1878), 
it is stated " that it was St. Patrick who imprinted on the 
Church in Ireland that monastic character which was 
her strength and glory for centuries." p. 149. 

. t On this interesting subject much valuable and curious 
learning will be found in " Notes onLrish Architecture" 
by Edwin, third Earl Dunraven. edited by Margaret 
Stokes. (London, 1876.) 
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churches inlreland was their simple ground plan 
and dimiDutive size, their rich and delicate deco- 
ration, the lingeriog of horizontal forms, the re- 
tention of the inclined jamhs of the primitive 
doors, and the constant use of certain ornamental 
designs, oharaoteristio of the later Celtic pe- 



Kkw MOHTUIRY ClUPEL AND O'CONMELL EOUSD ToWEt 



64 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMETERIES. 

riod, which had been oommon to Britain and Ire- 
land, before the Roman oooupation of Britain.'^ 
The arohiteotural details are as follows : — 

The plan of the mortuary chapel comprises nave, 

sanctuary, transepts, internal porch at west end of nave, 

and sacristy on north side of sanctuary. The west 

porch is entered by three open arches, that in the centre 

being larger than those at the sides. The jambs are 

formed into shafts with moulded and carved bases and 

capitals. The arches are worked with deeply-sunk roll- 

mouldings. The porch is covered by a groined ceiling 

in stone, over which is situated a tribune or gallery. A 

large door-way, opposite the central arch of porch, forms 

the entrance to the nave, which is divided into three bays, 

or compartments by massive wall-shafts with moulded 

and carved capitals, and roll-moulded semicircular arches, 

spanning the vddth of the church. Similar wall-shafts 

and arches mark off the transepts from the nave ; each 

transept being exactly the size of one bay of the nave, 

with a door in the end. The sanctuary, or chancel, is 

formed of two bays, one corresponding with those 

of nave, and the other forming a semicircular apse 

subdivided into three bays^ corresponding vnth those 

of the other parts of the chapel. Each bay of the 

internal walls of the nave, transepts, and sanctuary 

is recessed, and has rounded jamb-shafts on the 

angles, with moulded arches connecting them. "Within 

each recess is an arcade composed of three arches, 

supported on rounded shafts with carved and moulded 

bases and capitals and resting on a bench raised above 

the floor level. Above each arcade is a vdndow, opening 

interiorly with a wide splay, with characteristic 

jamb-shaftfi and arch. The ceiling of the chapel is 

arched in wood, corresponding in curvature with the 

spanning stone arches above described. On the chord 

of the apse stands the altar, formed of an open arcade of 

moulded Caen stone, supported on black marble shafts. 

•Rev.J.P.Mahaff5r,F.T.O.D.,oiivi8itofBritiBliA880ciationforthead- 
vancement 01 Science to Cashel, as reported in the Times, Aug. 24, 1878. 
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On the upper part of the altar rests a super altar, formed 
of Caen stone inlaid with polished marble. In the 
centre is a tabernacle of stone, with engraved and ena- 
melled doors of brass. A polished brass communion 
railing, supported on elaborately wrought iron panels, 
separates the sanctuary from the nave. Minton's en- 
caustic tiles, of appropriate and varied patterns, cover the 
floors. The entire of the interior of the walls is built of 
JBath stone. 

Exteriorly, the west front consists of the triple en- 
trances to porch already described, and windows over 
them, and three arches supported on attached shafts, 
with carved and moulded capitals and bases of Portland 
stone. In the gable over 'these arches is a circular 
window with enriched chevron and billet mouldings 
modelled on Irish Romanesque examples. The angles of 
the front are wrought into rounded shafts. The barge 
course of gable . is characteristically ornamented and 
surmounted by a floriated stone cross of Irish pattern. 
The north and south fronts of transepts correspond 
with that of west of nave, except that the large arches 
and shafts spanning the triplet windows are omitted. 
The gallery over the west porch is approached by a 
staircase in a circular turret on north side of nave, which 
is continued up a considerable height over the walls of 
the chapel, forming a round tower of the ancient Irish 
type and serving as a belfry. It is surmounted by the 
usual conical roof, and terminates in a wrought iron 
floriated cross. £xteriorly the walls are divided into 
bays, corresponding with those of the interior, by broad 
pilasters or buttresses ; they are built of county Wicklow 
granite. The lower part of the walls is quite plain, but 
each bay of the upper part is divided into an arcade, 
consisting of a triplet of arches resting on rounded shafts 
with capitals and bases, the centre arch of each triplet 
being open and forming a window. Above these 
arcades a corbel table, formed of sculptured heads re- 
presenting kings, bishops, abbots, nuns, knights, &c., 
supports the moulded cornice. Welsh slates, laid in 
bands of varied colours, cover the roof, and the apex of 
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apse is surmounted by a richly floriated wrought iron 
cross with ^ilt terminations. 

The architect was Mr. J. J. McCarthy, K.H.A. ; the 
contractor for the building, Mr. WilHam Murphy ; 
Mr. James Pearse of Great Brunswick-street, Dublin, 
executed all the fixed carving. The altar is the work 
of Mr. P. Neal, Great Brunswick- street. The highly 
ornamental communion railing of wrought iron and 
brass was made by Mr. J. M^Loughlin of Cuffe-street. 
The wrought iron crosses on apex of apse and bell-tower 
and the hinges of doors are the work of Mr. Alfred 
Webb of Belfast, as also are the railing and gates in 
front of cemetery. Mr. Bryan O'Connor acted as Clerk 
of Works throughout. The artists employed on the 
execution of the subjects for the stained gl^ss in the 
windows, in a style corresponding with that of the period 
to which the architecture of the chapel belongs, were 
Messrs. Clayton and Bell, Regent-street, W., London.* 

The subjects of the windows all have reference 
to the purpose of the edifice ; they are : — 

The Lord raising to life — (i.) the Daughter 
of Jairus, (ii.) the Son of the Widow of Nairn, 
(iii.) Lazarus. The Crucifixioii (5 windows), 
including the Lord, the penitent thief and the 
impenitent; the Blessed Virgin, SS. Mary 
l^agdalen, Mary (of Cleophas), and John. The 
Eesurrection (5 windows), including the Lord, 
the two angels at the tomb, and the guards ; 
SS. Mary Magdalen and Mary (of Salome), and 
John outrunning Peter in the Garden. The 
Ascension (5 windows), including the Lord 
and the angels; the Apostles SS. Peter and 
Andrew his brother, James the Greater and 

* As to ancient Irish Stained Glass, see paper by the Rev. James Grayes, 
*' Transactions of the Kilkenny Archeeological Society," vol. i. p. 210. 
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John his hrother, James the Just and Jude his 
brother, Thomas and Matthew the Evange- 
list. The martyrdom of St. Stephen ; Tabitha 
restored to life by St. Peter ; Eutyehus restored 
ty St. Paid. Facing the altar is the last 
Judgment (3 windows), including the Lord, 
the Blessed, and the Cursed. 

Crossing from the gable entrance of the 
north-eastern transept, and approaching the 
steps leading to the crypt under the Tower, 
where is the coffin of O'Oonnell, at the left 
hand, near his illustrious friend in death, as he 
loved to be in life, rests his faithful friend, 
follower, and fellow-prisoner, the " Head 
-Pacificator" — ''Honest Tom Steele." Life 
had lost all its savour for him when 0' Conn ell 
lived no more. On the 15th of June, 1848, he 
died in London. His remains were placed by 
the Cemeteries Committee in a vault near him 
he loved so tenderly.* After the removal of the 
one, it was but fitting that the other should 
follow ; and the year of the Liberator's Cen- 
' tenary was availed of to place him in this 
appropriate spot, and to erect over his grave 
the monument marking it. All this was carried 
out at the expense of the Committee. 

A vault in the Circle was dedicated by the 
Committee to receiving, on his death, the 
remains of another fellow-prisoner when 
Kichmond prison held O'Connell. Near him in 

• See " Compendium of Irish Biography " (Webb.) 

7 
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death, too, should be so true-hearted a disciple of 
the O'Connell school of politics as was Sir John 
Gray, M.P. : so earnest, untiring a worker for 
the advancement — moral, political, material, 
social, of his country. To the able chisel of 
Thomas Farrell, E.H.A., was the task entrusted 
by Sir John Gray's family, of suitably adorning 
this spot. His fine work placed over the vault 
in which Sir John Gray lies will instantly 
attract attention. Its material is of the best 
Sicilian marble, and it stands twelve feet high. 
It consists of a sculptured shaft, rising from 
plinth and subplinth, and crowned with a 
massive bust of Sir John Gray. This part of 
the work breathes inspiration of the highest 
kind, matched with delicate material skill. 
The likeness will speak with all but living 
power to those who remember the features of 
which it is the counterfeit presentment : it not 
alone preserves the lineaments but embalms 
somewhat of the thought, purpose, and charac- 
ter of the man. The faces of the shaft under- 
neath are carved with four figures, each of them 
typifying some of the great purposes to which 
Sir John Gray gave up his life. Foremost of 
them is the beautiful Spirit of the Vartry, 
pouring out her current's rich tide over the city. 
At one side is the figure of enfranchised Reli- 
gion, trampling her fetters under foot ; at the 
oilier a lovely Irish maiden gleaning the fruits 
of a land blessed with security and peace ; and 
the remaining panel of the shaft is sculptured 
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with the image of Education, spreading her 
teaching abroad out of an open book, while 
her finger points heavenwards to the greater 
lesson to be learned there. This work will bring 
an accession to the reputation of the sculptor, 
and will form as striking a monument of the 
cunning of his own hand, as it will be an 
enduring one of the life and labours of him 
whom it commemorates. In front is the in- 
scription, eloquent, touching, and impressive 
in its simplicity : — 

"Iq memory of Sir John Gray, M.D., M.P., born July 
13, 1816 ; died April 9, 1876. 

Erected by his loving wife. 
' He is not dead but sleepeth.'" 

Next to Steele's monument is what the Com- 
mittee erected to a venerated colleague. Their 
minutes of proceedings of 6th September, 1864, 
record their action : — 

"In grateful recognition of the inestimable public 
services and exalted character of the late venerated Dr. 
Yore — the good priest— the ever active, but unostenta- 
tious patriot, and the unwearied and indefatigable bene- 
factor of the helpless and the poor — this Coinmittee 
shall, out of the funds at its disposal, erect a suitable 
monument over his grave in Glasnevin." 

On the right side of the steps is that of a 
good priest of the Carmelite Order, the Very 
Rev. Dr. Spratt, whose labours in the cause of 
Temperance, the education and care of orphans, 



70 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMETERIES. 

the protection of the houseless — of which the 
"Night Asylum" was the outcome — and in 
every practically useful Christian work, have 
made his memory a cherished one with those he 
loved and served. 

The first vault on the right of the steps is 
the property of Thomas, Lord O'Hagan of 
Tullahogue, who, whilst at the Bar, with a 
tongue of silvery sweetness from which a stream 
of pure and classic eloquence flowed, was the 
fearless advocate of the rights and the safety of 
priest and peasant ; with untarnished name, he 
passed through the exalted posts of Chair- 
man of the county Dublin, Serjeant-at-Law, 
Solicitor, and then Attorney-General. In 
Parliament he exerted his eminent talents 
and his genial influence to obtain measures 
beneficial to his country. He was placed 
on the judicial bench in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, and thence elevated to the position 
of Lord High Chancellor — the first Catholio 
who held the Great Seal since the penal times. 
About this very prominent situation, with 
ground of a formation well calculated to dis- 
play tasteful erections, inspection may be made 
of several monuments of great beauty of design, 
delicacy of treatment, and, in some remarkable 
instances, of fidelity to the models — the crosses 
to be found at Monasterboice (county Louth), 
and elsewhere throughout the country. Pur- 
suing the main entrance- walk, at a point of 
intersection with a walk going from one ex- 
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tremity of the Cemetery to the other, will be 
noted at the left-hand corner one of such 
Irish crosses, a tribute of esteem and affection 
for much private worth, and a recognition of 
sterling virtue as a public man. Alderman 
Richard Devitt was an energetic worker at 
the business of the Cemeteries Committee, of 
which he was a member. Next to this is the 
family burial-place of the late Mr. James 
Duffy, J.P., an eminent and enterprising 
Catholic publisher. His services towards 
producing and extending the circulation of 
pious books received the special approving 
notice of his Holiness Pope Pius IX. Oppo- 
site, on the right hand of the walk, a white 
marble cross marks the grave of John Edward 
Pigot, a member of the Bar of Ireland. Re- 
fined in his tastes, reticent in his manner, save to 
friends whose worth he knew, with acquire- 
ments only to be exercised amongst well- 
cultivated minds, he turned from the general 
admiration his pure and lofty character must 
have won if he had been better known. His 
literary powers were freely given to the aid of 
others whose opportunity or capacity for cul- 
ture had not been so great as his own. In the 
study of the literary treasures of ancient Ire- 
land he delighted ; the close and honoured 
friend of John B. Dillon, and others of well- 
proved patriotism, his claims on the respect of 
Irishmen will be recognised. Mr. Pigot was 
the eldest son of the late Lord Chief Baron 
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of the Exchequer.* Next this plot lies the 
Hon. David Lynch, a judge of the Landed 
Estates Court. The walk bending towards 
the left leads to what is called *'The 
O'Connell Circle." On the left, where a long 
walk intersects, a headstone, with names in- 
scribed under the motto, Crux mihi salm, marks 
the burial-plot of John D'Alton, who, though 
called to the Bar, devoted himself to the study 
of Irish antiquities, and made valuable con- 
tributions to Irish history and arohsBology by 
the publication of the ** History of the County 
Dublin," " King James's Irish Army List," 
and other works. He lived a studious life, 
and attained a great age. 

Farther on, at the same side, the monument 
may be seen of a member of a highly respect- 
able Catholic family, who long held an im- 
portant position in the legal world — Sir 
John Howley, Prime Serjeant. After a 
few paces will be met the grave of the Rev. 
Ambrose M' Garry, a priest much loved. 
Crossing the little bridge, " The O'Connell 
Circle" is entered. 

* Eugene O'Curry may be cited in testimony of the 
truth of this estimate of Mr. Pigot. In the preface 
(p. xii.) to his Lectures on the " Manuscript Materials for 
Anciett Irish History," after acknowledging his valuable 
assistance in their plan and original preparation, he 
declares that in addition he owes Mr. Pigot " the untir- 
ing devotion of the vast amount of time and trouble in- 
volved in the task his friendship undertook for me, of 
correcting the text, and preparing for, and passing 
through the press the whole of this volume." 
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It was in the vault to which steps descend 
from the central walk that O'Connell was, 
upon his death, placed. Taking the outer 
walk, and turning to the right, the visitor will 
meet on his ri^ht-hand the burial-place of the 
Eight Hon. John D. Fitzgerald, a very dis- 
tinguished judge of the Court of Queen's 
Bench. A little farther on, at the other side 
of the path, will be seen a small white marble 
slab, on which the name " John Hogan " is 
inscribed. Something of his power in Chris- 
tian art may be estimated from inspecting 
his *'Pieta," in Francis-street Eoman Catholic 
Church, his "Dead Christ" in the Church 
(famous in the times of the agitation for 
Catholic Emancipation) in Clarendon- street ; 
another fills the altar of the South Parish 
Church in Cork ; and near that city, in the 
Protestant Church at Blackrock, is a mural 
monument to Mr. William Beamish embody- 
ing a grand conception of the " Archangel's 
summoning to the Judgment." Of the grandest 
heroic style is the majestic colossal statue of 
O'Connell, to be seen in the City Hall. 
Limerick, too, has a great work of his, also 
a statue of Ireland's Liberator. Of his grand 
simplicity, his marvellous power of disposing 
drapery, the statues in the City Hall of Thomas 
Drummond, and in the Savings Bank, Cork, of 
William Crawford, are fine examples. He 
died in 1858 ; the Committee placed this spot 
at the service of his family. For his own 
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grave he had modelled a group, "Erin in- 
structing Bryan Boroimhe;" that it has not 
been executed and placed there is a cause for 
regret.* 

The grass-green sward behind the tablet 
with Hogan's name covers the grave, as 
yet unmarked, of the great Irish scholar, 
and archaeologist, John O'Donovan LL.D., 
whose marvellous learning and laborious re- 
searches it is impossible to over-estimate. 
The circumstances under which the Com- 
mittee made a grant of this plot to receive 
his remains, will be seen on perusal of 
the following communication to the Com- 
mittee, from the then President of the Royal 
Irish Academy, now (Protestant) Bishop of 
Limerick. 

" Royal Irish Academy. , 

*< December lOth, 1861. 
" Gentlemen, 

" The death of Dr. John O'Donovan, Professor of 
Celtic Literature, and author of many worb*, illustrating 
the ' History and Antiquities of Ireland/ has caused a 
wide-spread feeling of sorrow. The event will be re- 
cognised as a national loss by all who are capable of 
estimating the value of the services which he has rendered 
to the literature of this country. I therefore beg leave 
to suggest that, if the rules of the Cemetery, which is 
under your management, permit of such an arrange- 

* An article on Hoganthe Sculptor, full of interesting 
particulars, and appreciative of his great genius and fine 
character, will be found in The hish Monthly, vol. ii., p. 
383. (Dublin : M. H. Gill & Son. 1874.) 
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ment, a free grant be made of ground for the purpose 
of his burial. The circumstances of his family un- 
happily render it desirable that such aid should be 
aiforded to them^ and even if this reason did not exist; 
I believe that your Committee would gladly avail them- 
selves of an opportunity of doing honour to Dr, 
0'Donovan*s memory. 

" The Royal Irish Academy has not directed me to 
make a formal application to you on this subject. But 
I know that the suggestion which I have offered is in 
accordance with the feeling of a great number of its 
most distinguished members. — I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

" Your obedient servant, 

(Signed), " Ghables Graves, D.D., 

" President of the R.I. A." 

In their reply the Committee expressed their 
gratitude to the Royal Irish Academy for 
giving them an opportunity of testifying the 
high respect in which they held the memory 
of the distinguished scholar, Dr. O'Donovan, 
and assured Dr. Graves that his request would 
be at once complied with. The space required 
was to be allotted in whatever part of the 
Cemetery might be desired. The Committee, 
however, suggested that the remains of the 
great Irish scholar would be ifitly placed 
alongside those of the distinguished sculptor, 
John Hogan. Here, then, was O'Donovan 
placed. It may be hoped that soon a suitable 
memorial of him will grace the spot. 

About this part of the walk at the right- 
hand side is the burial-place of the Order of 

7* 
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Friars' Preachers, whose Church (St. Saviour's 
in Dominiok-street) is one of the many beauti- 
ful ecclesiastical edifices in Dublin. Farther 
on, at the same side, opposite a monument of 
much beauty, surmounted by a statue of the 
Blessed Virgin, may be seen the name — Patrick 
Vincent Fitzpatrick, a man greatly trusted in 
the practical working out of O'Connell's political 
action. 

Having thus gone round the circle once, 
the middle walk may be entered upon. Here 
is met a tasteful monument, a mark of esteem 
from friends of Robert Hunter, a gentleman 
well and favourably known to those devoted 
to **Turf" enjoyments in Ireland. Near it 
a handsome Celtic Cross is another mark of love 
from admirers of the life and character of a good 
priest; this is to the memory of the Eev. 
James Gaffney, M.R.I.A., an amiable man 
and an accomplished scholar. Here it may be 
remarked, as frequently hereafter it must, in 
very many instances, be noticed in this inspec- 
tion, how the Irish people's constant, undying 
affection for the " Soggarth aroon " finds ex- 
pression even when his devotion to them in 
their sickness as in their health, in their 
poverty and trouble as in their times of 
prospe^ty andhappiness, can be experienced no 
more. To perpetuate his memory, to express 
their love, the humble give their pennies — the 
better circumstanced their pounds. 
Along these walks many beautiful monuments 
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may be noticed, many touching epitaphs read. 
Passing into the inmost (third) circle, the second 
monument marks the burial-place of Sir Simon 
Bradstreet, Bart., sometime Becorder of Dublin. 
His name appears as attending the Catholic 
Association in 1825. The present baronet is 
a member of the Cemeteries Committee. He 
also fills the important post of President of the 
Council of Ireland 6f the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. 

Returning to the little bridge, and descending 
the few steps which lead to the circuit of the 
vaults, that numbered **14" belongs to a member 
of a highly respectable Catholic family in the 
county Roscommon. Mr. Flanagan, whose close 
relationship to one of the most eminent public 
men of the Catholic party in O'Connell's time, 
suggests a consideration of the gross injustice 
done, by excluding, through penal legislation, 
any class of religionists, because of their creed, 
from the share in the influence, offices, power, 
and honours to which talent and character 
entitled them, in common with the rest of their 
fellow-subjects. It was but a very short time 
after Emancipation was obtained, when Catholics, 
with intellects as keen, judgments as sound, and 
characters as pure as any in the land, took their 
proper position in places where their presence 
served to give the people confidence in the 
administration of the law, and thus to promote 
the cause of order. The first Catholic judge 
was Sir Michael O'Loghlen, a Baron of the 
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Exchequer in 1836, afterwards Master of the 
Eolls. Soon Mr. Stephen Woulfe (Mr. Flana- 
gan's relative) was made Lord Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer. He had not been without 
having an honourable share in fighting the good 
cause. The year 1819 was marked by an 
important incident in his life : the more import- 
ant because it was one for which he was solely 
indebted to himself. Early in that year he 
published a political tract (to be cited and 
praised for many years after as " Wolfe's 
Pamphlet") on the Catholic Question.^ Again, 
in February, 1825, in the Catholic Association, 
notice of a motion was given that, as auxiliary 
to the purposes of O'Connell's Address to the 
British Nation, 700 copies of another pamphlet 
of his be printed for distribution to members of 
both Houses of the Legislature. ' This was 
entitled, " A letter to a Protestant ; or, the 
Balance of Evils; being a comparison of the 
probable consequences of emancipating the 
Catholics of Ireland with those of leaving them 
in their present condition." t 

The next Catholic promoted was Mr. Nicholas 
Ball, made one of the Justices of the Court of 

♦ " Sketches of the Irish Bar." By "William Henry 
Curran. (London: 1855, vol. i., 16-17.) 

t Ih. p. 19. Mr. J. R. OTlanagan, in his "Bar Life 
of O'Connell" (chap, xxii.), states that, when "Lord 
Plunket became Attorney-CJeneral, he selected the writer 
of the pamphlet on the Catholic Question as a proper 
object of his official patronage." 
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Common Pleas ; which court, in after years, sA 
its Chief, and two out of the three Justices pro- 
fessed the Catholic faith, acquired jocularly 
the appellation of " The Court of Rome." 
Enough has been stated to show how rapidly 
Catholics took their proper places when they got 
fair play, and from that time, no less than eleven 
other members of the Roman Catholic Church 
have taken seats in the Superior "Courts, in 
Ireland, one of whom, the Right Hon. Stephen 
Woulfe Flanagan, is nephew to the Lord Chief 
Baron Woulfe, belonging to the family before 
whose vault this digression has been made. 
Near it is that of another judge — the Right 
Hon. William M. Keogh. The name of Terence 
T. Dolan inscribed over a vault is that of a 
gentleman who gave to the Catholic Association 
valuable work in his professional capacity as a 
solicitor. On the Board of this Cemetery he 
also gave useful aid to its arrangement and 
management. So, in an eminent degree, did 
Mr. Laurence Waldron, whose vault is in this 
locality. A Commissioner of National Educa- 
tion ; in Parliament representing the county of 
Tipperary; holding, at different periods, the 
office of High Sheriff in different counties ; a 
Magistrate, and Deputy Lieutenant, this 
gentleman brought no ordinary experience of 
affairs, as well as no common abilities, to the 
service of this institution. On the platform, 
above, a handsome cross is a monument to him. 
In a vault hard by rests all that is mortal of a 
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priest of the Order of Charity, who, an Italian 
Dj birth, gave to Ireland, in muoh of his labours, 
great blessings as the results of the Missions to 
which he devoted his brilliant talents. To 
receive the hallowed remains, an object of vene- 
ration to thousands, of the Very Rev. Aloysius 
Gentiliy the Committee granted this vault. 
His resting-place, being here, has an interesting 
coincidence : long before he assumed the clerical 
habit, a lawyer in Rome, he was an earnest and 
kindly friend to John Hogan, now buried, as 
has been seen, very near him.* 

After over thirty years of close attention to 
the management of the Cemeteries, one of the 
members of the Committee, when it obtained its 
Act, Mr. Denis Moylan, T).L., rests here. An 
eminent citizen ; he had filled the office of Lord 
Mayor of Dublin, and other positions of public 
trust. He died in 1878. 

Leaving the O'Connell Circle, the visitor will 
note, in diflferent directions, solemn alleys, 
around which areplots more of private than of 
public interest. Yet some of the latter are to 
be found too, as for example, a large plot 
granted by the Committee to the St. Joseph's 
Asylum foraged single females (Portland-row). 

Returning now along the winding- walk by 
which the O'Connell Circle was approached, to 
a point where five paths are met intersecting, 
the straight one to the left will lead to the old 

* " Compendium of Irish Biography." (Webb.) 
Art, " Hogan, John.** 
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Chapel and original entrance. Almost at 
starting will be seen on the right-hand side of 
the walk another memorial of an honoured 
priest — the Rev. Ambrose Charles Doyle. It 
will, doubtless, attract notice and approval, 
how the Christian emblem — the holy cross — is 
superseding, as the marking-spot of some 
honoured grave, what was once so prevalent a 
taste, namely, pagan emblems of death, such as 
urns, inverted torclies, and the like. 

On the left of this walk, about half-way to a 
turning winding to the right, lies a man who 
was a type of a class of men, which, as to public 
conduct and private character, may be said no 
longer to be met. Although it was only upon 
the first day of the year 1862 that John Patrick 
Somers was laid here, the recollection of him 
and of men like him has utterly passed away ; 
he and such as he are wholly of the past. The 
member in Parliament for the borough of Sligo, 
no one was more steady in following O'Connell, 
as staunch to his party was he as the man of 
severest principle. O'Connell knew his man, 
and selected his instrument with reference to 
the work to be done. Whenever a sturdy and 
determined course had to be taken with factious 
individuals, he relied upon the presence and 
support of "Pat Somers" — a reliance that 
never proved to be misplaced. For him another 
great man showed much regard, and to have 
the regard of Henry Temple, Viscount Palmers- 
ton, and to possess his intimacy, gave sufficient 
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proof that his intellectual qualities were far 
above the ordinary standard. It was said, that 
at all times during bis public career, "my friend, 
Pat Somers," was a welcome guest at Lord 
Palmerston's private residence. Afterlife's fitful 
fever, he sleeps here-^his grave unmarked. 

On drawing near to the old Chapel, notice 
may be taken, at the right-hand side, of an 
elegantly-designed and neatly-executed memo- 
rial of the mother and sisters of one of the 
greatest bishops that ever the Church in Ireland 
could boast of — the Right Rev. David Moriarty , 
D.D.,Lord Bishopof Kerry, whose removal from 
earth to his eternal rest took place in the year 
1878. Within a few yards from the Chapel, 
justfive-and-twenty paces from the walk on the 
same side, amongst the abundant grass, rises a 
headstone marking the humble grave of James 
Clarence Mangan. Upon the character of his 
poetical genius, John Mitchel has written 
eloquently, describing, too, with graphic force, 
his habits, appearance, and association with 
such honourable men as Petrie, Father Charles 
P. Meehan, and James Haughton. In it 
Mitchel declares : " I have never yet met a 
cultivated Irish man or woman, of genuine 
Irish nature, who did not prize Clarence 
Mangan above all the poets that their island 
ever nursed." Anyone who has hung delighted 
over his '' German Anthology," or felt blood 
flow faster as the passionate rhythm of the Irish 
pieces rushes on, will look with sorrow on the 
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last of the poet whose life of struggle had ended, 
as it had begun — in poverty.* 

As the right-side of the Chapel is traversed, 
the name of another bard of the ^'Land of 
Song" appears — Denis Florence MacCarthy. 
A white marble cross marks the graves of some 
of his children. May it be long before the 
strains he pours out, tender, pure, high-toned, 
elevating, be silenced by death's chill hand ! 

Opposite, on the left, rests the hand which 
guided a skilful chisel — Christopher Moore, 
E.H. A. Let what he was capable of be gathered 
from a description of what he did, in a particular 
instance — the monument to Curran in St. 
Patrick's Church — it was penned by one, him- 
self an artist, in words — Thomas Davis : " It 
is copied from Lawrence's picture, and is the 
finest monument, so simply made, I ever saw. 
Let the reader look at it when the setting sun 
comes upon it, and he will recognise lineaments 
of power." Near this, at the left-hand termina- 
tion of a short walk, near a hedge running 
along, is an altar tomb — the grave of one who 
did work for the poor of Ireland, which they 
sadly wanted in his day. To the livelong 
labours of Doctor Denis Phelan is owing much 
of the present excellent system of the Medical 
Charities under the Poor Law. In the same 
section, at the end of a bye-path, the fourth on 
the path surrounding the old Chapel, fresh 
marks of the esteem and affection which the 

* " Compendium of Irish Bio^aphy.'* (Webb.) 
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priesthood of Ireland win from their flocks, are 

to be seen in the handsome monuments to the 

Rev. Anthony Kelly, and the Eev. Henry 

O'Brien. The beloved lineaments of the latter 

are preserved in the portrait bust surmounting 

the memorial. An imposing structure, as one 

turns back in the direction of the old entrance, 

presents itself on the left to the eye : it is to the 

memory of Sir Timothy O'Brien, Bart. He 

was an eminent citizen of Dublin, prominent in 

patriotic, charitable, and useful movements ; in 

1844, he was elected Lord Mayor, occupying 

also a seat in Parliament. His name appears 

in connexion with the early management of the 

Cemeteries. Behind this grand structure is a 

neat erection with a marble tablet, which must 

not be passed by unnoticed ; beneath it is the 

faithful, patriotic William Fitzpatrick, who was 

one of O'Connell's bail-men at the time of his 

prosecution for sedition. A type was he of 

those of the respectable middle-class who gave 

a steady, consistent, intelligent support and 

strength to O'Connell's engine for producing 

real results — moral force. 

Curran's Square is now at hand ; at a wicket- 
gate on the left his stately monument comes 
in view.* On the approach to it, beside a 
wicket-gate on the right side of the by-path, 
was the first interment made in this Cemetery. 
The slab over Michael Carey, the first of 

♦ The description and other particulars have been 
given at p. 39 in the previous Chapter. 
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hundreds of thousands whom the mortality of 
a great city has brought to this vast tract of 
land, marks the spot. Just here is what the 
National Trades Political Union, and the 
Lioyal National Eepeal Association erected in 
testimony of the public services and private 
work of Edward Southwell Euthven, M.P. 
About this spot, in the repose of death, seek- 
ing, as in the brightness of life, the side of 
Curran, lie many who loved him : " Con Lyne," 
a well-known lawyer and wit, whose name has 
appeared already in the record of other times ; 
John Finlay, LL.D., a barrister, and a prolific 
and elegant writer ; Major Fitzgerald of Clan- 
borris, in the county Dublin, his friendship 
with the great grator proclaimed on the 
monument. Another bears the name of Lube 
(a name before met with), a. close friend of 
Curran ; and so they drew around him ; for 
" liove is strong as Death." 

In this immediate neighbourhood is a Mor- 
tuary Chapel, about which lie members of the 
family of the Eight Hon. James Henry 
Monahan, formerly Lord Chief Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas. 

Leaving this well- wooded spot, full of hand- 
some and tasteful monuments, recorded as the 
burial-places of many persons of good social 
position, and emerging into the open in front 
of the gate, and turning towards the right, the 
eye will be caught by a cross of very remarkable 
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beauty of design and execution* The plot 
belongs to an eminent Dublin merchant, Mr. 
John Kane, brother of Sir Robert Kane, F.Il.8., 
the eminent writer on Chemistry and other 
subjects. This passed, a walk almost parallel to 
that last traversed and running for a great 
length to the extreme S.W. boundary of the 
present ground, may be entered on. Many- 
monuments at either side will attract attention. 
At the comer of the fourth turning on the left 
is a flat stone, an object of great interest to 
those whose political sympathies are with the 
course of action taken by the eminent patriot, 
William Smith O'Brien, M.P., whose statue 
(by Farrell) stands in one of the principal 
thoroughfares in the city. Here, in November, 
1861 J was buried Terence Bellew MacManus, 
who had taken a bold part in the outbreak of 
1848, and firmly faced the heavy penalty. 
He was sentenced to death for High Treason, 
but his life was spared, and the sentence com- 
muted to transportation for life. He escaped 
from Tasmania, whence he had been sent, and 
settled in California, where he died. Passing 
up the path at this turning, on its right is the 
burial-place of the Teresian Sisters of the Third 
Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. A little 
farther on is a plot acquired for their burial by 
a sect known as " The "White Quakers." 
On the same side a walk is met with, leading 

* The work of Early and Powells (Camden-street 

Works). - 
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straight to the back of the O'Oonnell Tower. 
Opposite to ity in a railed space, lie many 
departed Fathers of the great Society of Jesus ; 
next to it is the burial-place of the Carmelite 
Fathers ; and adjacent is that of the Christian 
Brothers. Behind the others, farther in from 
the walk, is that of the "Soeurs du bon secours." 
Grouped in this spot, scattered through all the 
Cemetery, are many enclosures sacred to those 
who dedicated every faculty of soul and body to 
Him who created them. Sanctified by their 
holy relics, hallowed is the ground which holds 
their bodies awaiting resurrection. Even as 
from its natural elements does the soil take its 
qualities, so may comfort be found in the 
thought that the virtue goes out from them 
and makes the earth around worthy that vene- 
ration which the faithful living give to the 
resting-places of the faithful departed. 

At each side of the walk leading up to the 
Tower are to be found graves, each of a man who 
did in life good work, though each in a diflferent 
field. For, on the right, lies Frederick William 
Conway : deep in politics was he all his life ; a 
worker in the organisations intended for the 
promotion of liberal politics, an able exponent 
and advocate of them in the public organ he 
conducted, The Dublin Evening Post. On the 
left lies Redmond Peter O'CarroU, the first 
President in Ireland, of the Lay Association for 
the relief of the poor, the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, whose Conferences are now to be found 
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active in their charitable work in every county 
in Ireland. Just behind lies one whose fidelity 
to her sense of duty and attachment to the 
object of that feeling was heroic. The stone 
was placed there,* " To the memory of Anne 
Devlin (Campbell), the faithful servant of 
Eiobert Emmet, who possessed some rare 
and many noble qualities ; who lived in 
obscurity and poverty; and so died, on the 
18th day of September, 1851, aged 70 years. 
May she rest in peace. Amen." After the 
failure of the outbreak, on the 23rd of July, 
1803, of which he was the leader, to her 
devotion he entrusted his safety, and she did 
not fail the master she served in honest love. 
When arrested, she resolutely refused to inform 
the military as to his whereabouts, although 
subjected to torture and indignity. Imprison- 
ment, a harsh discipline for the " disaffected '* 
in the times of the troubles (as they are called), 
was her lot for two years. When she died she 
had passed three score and ten ; and, though her 
time went by in poverty, and so ended, her 
name is inseparably associated (as is that of 
Curran's daughter, Sarah, to whom, *'to his 
love, he had breathed out his whole soul)"t 
with him, who had loved his country, " not 
wisely, but too well.'* Over his unknown grave 
his epitaph is still unwrit, and his tomb is 

* Through the exertions of Dr. R. K.MaddeD, author of 
" The Lives and Times of the United Irishmen." &c. &c 
tT. Davis. ' 
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uninsoribed, yet it may be, that as calmer times 
have come, justice can be done to his memory.* 

On this same walk another religious com- 
munity, the Sisters of the Third Order of Our 
Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel, have their 
burial-ground. Near to this, but on the oppo- 
site side, is a monument to the members of the 
family of John Keogh, said to have been ** the 
ablest man of the Catholic body," and of whom, 
too, it was said by the son of Henry Ghrattan, 
"he did more for the Roman Catholics than 
any other individual of that body." Dying 
in 1817, he was buried in St. Kevin s.t 

At the opposite side of the walk, at the 
corner of a by-path, by public subscription was 
erected the memorial to the Rev. James Francis 
Ennis. Another eminent ecclesiastic lies here, 
the Very Rev. Michael Farrington, P.P., first 
pastor of the parish of St. Laurence 0' Toole 
when formed. Under the next monument lies 

* la an article, which appeared in the Nation (May 8, 
1869), it is stated, that an uninscribed headstone in the 
old Churchyard of Grlasnevin is believed to be the spot 
where ** cold and unhonoured " his ashes are laid. The 
article referred to graphically describes this Cemetery, 
refers to many points of interest connected with it, and 
in word-painting, which makes it clear as a map, spreads 
out before the reader the fine view to be had from the top 
of the Tower. The village of Glasnevin is shown to 
possess most interesting associations, ancient, with SS. 
Columbkille, Kieran, Com^all, &c., modern, as the place 
of residence of Addison, Tickell, Parnell, Steele, South- 
ern, Sheridan, Dr. Delany, &c. &c. 

t Compendium of "Irish Biography." (Webb.) 



90 DUBLIN CATHOLIC. CEMETERIES. 

another of Ireland's great scholars and arohsB- 
ologists, Eugene O'Curry. His labours in the 
topographical and historical department of the 
Ordnance Survey, the researches amongst Irish 
manuscripts which followed, the compilations 
he made, the translation of the Brehon Laws, 
and the other works he published, threw great 
light on the ancient literary monuments of 
Ireland. On his death, in 1862, this plot of 
ground was granted free for the reception of 
his remains. A statue will be noticed here, 
that of Father James Fay, a priest long con- 
nected with Dublin ; of him it may be truly 
said that his bones have ** a tomb of orphans' 
tears wept on them." 

Here, too, will the majestic proportions of a 
Celtic cross draw notice; what is engraved 
below deserves more. It is the monument to 
John Blake Dillon, to whose epitaph it is not 
needful to add a word, as to him of whom it is 
well and truly said : " Whose life was one of 
single-minded and unfailing devotion to Ire- 
land ; with his honoured name is united that of 
his dear wife, Adelaide Dillon, who, in love of 
country and deep religious faith, was one heart 
and one soul with him." Need a word be said 
of the honour his country gave him, conscious 
of his great worth ? No ; to Tipper ary's credit 
be it put that her great county made him her 
representative in Parliament. 

Towards the end of the walk on the right- 
hand side is an object of interest to man} — a 
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cenotaph in memory of three men, who suffered 
death for the legal oiime of murder, the life of 
a polioe-sergeant having to them imconsoiously 
heen taken in their effort to release some 
prisoners at Manchester, with whom they had 
close political sympathy and connection. 

At the comer lies William Dargan, whose 
lahours, tending to the industrial, material, 
and financial prosperity of Ireland, assumed 
enormous proportions. The sense of his 
services was so great as to lead to an offer 
from the Crown of a title ; but William Dargan 
did not lack distinction. This plot was a free 
grant from the Committee in honour to him. 
His sfatue stands in Leinster Lawn, Merrion- 
square. This walk is closed by a small chapel 
of much beauty, the monument of a man in 
business, of great opulence. Opposite to it 
his son is interred', a tasteful erection marking 
the spot. 

Moving towards the starting-point,and taking 
the bye-path, which faces a Calvary, some 
monuments of interest will be met with. One 
is to the memory of John Reynolds, an earnest 
early follower of the Liberator. He took an 
important part in local affairs also ; was an 
Alderman in the Corporation, filled the office of 
Lord Mayor, and was M.P. for Dublin. For 
many years before his death he had been a 
member of the Cemeteries Committee. On the 
left angle in this vicinity is the grave of Richard 
0' Gorman, one who took an active part in the 

8 
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proceedings of the Catholic and other similar 
associations. He, too, had a seat for many 
years on the Cemeteries Board. 

On the edge of one of the same walks, as it 
winds beyond the monument to Mr. O'Q-orman, 
may be seen an elaborately carved Irish cross ; 
the work is such as to be worthy of close and 
careful examination.* The panels on the shaft 
give representations of the works of mercy ; on 
the base is the inscription, which tells its own 
story : — 

" To the memory of Alexander M'Donnell, F.R.C.S.I., 
of Ballinlig, in the Glens of Antrim; a man of ancient 
and honourable lineage, a pious Catholic, and an accom- 
plished physician, whose whole life was devoted to the 
service of the poor. This monument has been erected by 
a large number of friends who admired his rare virtues 
and lamented his early loss. He departed this life on 
the 24th day of November, 1862. Requiescat in pace." 

Returning towards the new Chapel, opposite 
Mr. Eeynolds' monument, the Committee 
readily granted, as being near O'Conneirs tomb, 
a plot for the reception, when the summons 
from on high shall come to him, of one well 
and worthily trusted by the Liberator. Proudly 
preserved to be an heirloom in the family of 
the aged subject of it, a worthy and useful 
citizen still, the following attests the esti- 
mation in which he was held by its illustrious 
writer : — 

* It was executed by Messrs. Early & Powells (Camden- 
street Works). 
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'^I certify that honest Tom ArMns has made my 
Mayor^s robe, and presented it to me during the first 
sitting of the New Corporation, and that he kindly and 
generously gave up to me his situation of Alderman of 
the Four Courts Ward, which he was certain of obtain- 
ing, and for which and his long-continued and most use- 
ful services in the public cause, I offer him my most 
hearty thanks. 

(Signed) 

Daniel O'Connell, 
Lord Mayor. 

Assembly Rooms, WHliam'Streeet, 
1st Nov,, 1841. 

On proceeding back to the new Chapel, and 
crossing its front to the plain which spreads out 
towards the west, four plots will be noticed 
scattered at different sides of the broad walk 
which faces, from the door of the Chapel, in that 
gable. All these were grants made by the 
Committee to the Magdalen Asylum for 
Female Penitents, Lower Mecklenburgh-street ; 
to St. Vincent de Paul's Female Orphanage, 
North William-street; to the Confraternity 
of Our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel, Claren- 
don-street ; and St. Joseph's Female Orphan- 
age, Wellington-street. In the plot secondly 
named lie the remains of a greatly beloved 
clergyman, the Eev. Francis Doran, who, 
parish priest of the parish in which the institu- 
tion is situate, took great interest in its foun- 
dation and progress. His untimely death, 
caused by sudden immersion in the Liffey, a 
boat in which he was having been upset, was 
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the occasion of general deeply-felt regret. At 
his own wish, expressed in his health, he was 
buried amongst the orphans, the little children 
he had sought to bring to the love of Him who 
loved such. 

Here the boundary of the section of the 
ground called " St. Brigid's*' is met with. 
Turning to the right, and going down the broad 
walk, the visitor meets with a Celtic cross of 
marvellous beauty, which will be found at the 
edge of the path where the first intersections 
occur. The intricate tracery, well arranged and 
adapted to the spaces, formation, and situation 
of the panels alike on shaft and base, must ex- 
cite, as well for beauty of design as for delicacy 
and sharpness of execution, warm and well- 
deserved admiration. The size of the monolyth 
used is very great, and the colour of the stone 
enhances the beauty of its appearance. The 
filial piety which thus, with a splendid liberality 
has sought to give dignity to a father's grave, 
cannot fail to excite respect. The son of Mr. 
John Kavanagh, a man in business, of excellent 
repute in the city, deserves that credit.* 

In the immediate vicinity rest, in a plot 
granted by the Committee, the venerable 
remains of the Right Eev. Daniel O'Connor, 
D.D., Bishop of Saldes, inpartihus infideliumy a 
member of the Order of St. Augustine. 

* This work of high art was produced by Mr. Walter 
Doolan of Westland-row ; other works of his in this 
Cemetery will also repay examination. 
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Towards the boundary near this, at the end 
of the walk which traverses the entire Ceme- 
tery from the Chapel circle to the extreme 
boundary wall, is situated the portion of ground 
appropriated to the interment of Protestants.* 

The main objects of interest have now been 
pointed out. Yet, doubtless, it will not be with- 
out pleasure that for a while the shady alleys 
may be traversed, and the exquisite shrubs so 
carefully and judiciously planted under the 
careful supervision of some members of the com- 
mittee, may be observed with satisfaction. In 
many and many a spot the chaplet of Immor- 
telles, the wreath or cross of flowers, the tasteful 
decoration, the little statue or crucifix laid upon 
the earth, or the jealous removal of weeds and 
nurturing of flowers or grass will tell the touch- 
ing tale of love constant, living, abiding, for 
some of whom nought but memory remains for 
those bereaved. Upon that day, the flrst in 
the week, made holy by the rising from the 
tomb of the Son of Man, in place of that seventh 
day which, from Sinai's awfiil mount, was com- 
manded to be kept holy ; upon that day of rest 
many, labouring and toiling through the week, 
find in the sacred and solemn associations, here 
balm for the troubled heart, peace for the fretted 
and anxious spirit, resignation to the dispensa. 

•This is little used, the Joint-Stock Company Ceme- 
tery at Mount Jerome, Harold's Cross, being generally 
availed of by persons who are not Catholics. 

8 * 



96 DUBLIN CATHOLIC CEMETEBIES. 

tions of the Most High, and patience tOl that 
surely coming time when the weary shall he 
at rest. Lessons soothing and comforting and 
holy maybe learned in a walk througLGlasnevin 
Cemetery. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

REGULATIONS AS TO THE CEMETERIES I INTER- 
MENTS, MONUMENTS, ETC. — CHARGES FOR IN- 
TERMENTS. CHARGES FOR GROUND («) AT 
PROSPECT, (6) AT GOLDEN-BRIDGE. CHARGES 
FOR BUILDING FOUNDATIONS, ETC. ; FOR 
VAULTS. OTHER FIXHD CHARGES. THE COM- 
Ml'lTEE AND OFFICERS. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered up 
every day. in the Mortuary Chapel of Prospect 
Cemetery for the repose of the souls of the 
faithful whose remains are interred in both 
Cemeteries. 

The Cemeteries are open daily from 6 o^cloek, 
a.m., to 6 o'clock, p.m., in the summer months, 
and from 7 o'clock, a.m., to sunset, in the 
winter months. No person is, under any circum- 
stances, permitted to remain in the Cemeteries 
in violation of this regulation. 

The offices (7 Lower Ormond-quay) are 
opened each Week-day from 9 o'clock, a.m., to 
5 o'clock, p.m.; on Sundays from 8 to 10 
o'clock, a.m. 

Admission to the O'Connell Crypt in Pros- 
pect Cemetery is, on application at the gate. 
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allowed from 12 o'clock, noon, to 4 o'clock, 
p.m., each day in the summer months, and 
from 12 to 3 o'clock in the winter months. 

All persons employed in the Cemeteries are 
strictly prohibited from soliciting or receiving 
gratuities of any kind, under penalty of 
dismissal. 

At Prospect Cemetery a book is provided, in 
which may be entered any observation on the 
condition of the Cemetery, the management of 
funerals, or otherwise, for the inspection of the 
Visiting Committee of the Groverning Body at 
its periodical attendance. 

Any demonstrations within the Cemeteries by 
processions, the use of the emblems, or other- 
wise, of a party or political character, or the 
playing of bands, or the use of music other than 
the chaunting by the clergy of the Service of 
the Church, are prohibited in the strictest man- 
ner. The Superintendent is bound, in the event 
of his having reason to anticipate any such 
demonstrations, &c., being intended, or on any 
such being attempted, to take such steps to pre- 
vent any breach of this Bye-law, as in his dis- 
cretion he shall deem necessary. 



INTEEMENTS. 

Twenty-four hours' notice at the least must 
be given at the offices previous to havings a 
grave opened in either of the Cemeteries. With 
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the view of preventing one funeral interfering 
with another, or the like inconvenience, the 
time fixed for arrival of the funeral at the 
Cemetery should be punctually observed. 

In the event of the requisite notice of an in- 
tended interment not being given, and arrange- 
ments being made within the specified time, an 
extra charge is imposed. In no case, except 
extreme urgency, is interment allowed on the 
day of issue of an order for burial. 

No interment is permitted to take place in 
either of the Cemeteries after 12 o'clock (noon), 
except the interment of bodies brought from or 
beyond a distance of seven miles from the 
Greneral Post Office, Dublin, which maybe made 
at a later time under pressure of circumstances, 
authorisation having been previously obtained 
from the secretary therefor ; the circumstances 
to be reported to next Rotation Committee. 

All charges and fees must be paid at the 
offices of the Groverning Body before the order 
be issued. No money can be received for any 
purposes connected with the Cemeteries (save 
fees for use of Mortuary House), except at the 
offices, and by the proper officer therein. No 
money can be received without a receipt on the 
proper form being at once given for the amount 
paid, and an entry of such payment being im- 
mediately made in the book, which is the usual 
record of such business or transactions, as that 
in respect to which such payment shall have so 
been made. 
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No Corpse is admitted into the Cemeteries 
unless the usual order for interment, having 
been paid for and obtained at the office, be 
lodged with the Sexton at the Cemetery. 

No interment order is issued until every 
particular required by the form of such book be 
given by the applicant, and duly entered and 
authenticated. 

When an application is made for an inter- 
ment in a grave or plot granted in perpetuity, 
the grant shall be produced, or its non-produc- 
tion be satisfactorily accounted for by statutable 
declaration, made, if possible, by the grantee, 
if living, or by some member of his or her 
family. The mere production of the grant, ex- 
cept by the grantee or his or her legal repre- 
sentative or devisee, or some person duly 
authorised, to the satisfaction of the Governing 
Body, shall not be sufficient to' authorise the 
opening of the ground allotted therein for 
interment ; nor except by his or her immediate 
authority can any person be interred therein, 
save and except immediate members of the 
grantee's family. In any case of difficulty 
arising, the body must be placed in the Mor- 
tuary Vault, or (at the choice of the applicant) 
in a grave paid for in the usual course until the 
decision by next Rotation Committee be had ou 
the question involved. 

All graves when re-opened are to be exca- 
vated to the top of the last coffin placed 
therein. 
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Any grave may be secured in perpetuity by 
purchase of the same within one week from the 
issue of an order to inter therein ; after the 
lapse of that time, or the first interment, the 
right to make further interment in such grave 
is forfeited, except to members of the same 
family already interred therein, as in next rule 
is provided. 

Any ground in which non- vested interments 
have taken place shall not again be re- opened 
for new interments, for a period of seven years 
at the least, except for members of the family 
already buried therein ; and then not unless the 
perpetuity be secured immediately previous to 
second interment. 

The ornamenting of graves by planting is 
strictly confined to the use of box, dwarf shrubs, 
flower roots and seeds, for decorative purposes. 
No grave can be dressed in either of the 
Cemeteries without an order from the office, 
and no grave can be dressed except by work- 
men employed by the Committee 

Grants of ownership must be produced at the 
office when arrangements are beiug made for 
having head- walls or other foundations built, or 
its non-production be accounted for to the satis- 
faction of the Committee. 
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MONUMENTS. 

All plans for intended monuments proposed 
to be erected in the Cemeteries must be accom- 
panied by an application in writing for permis- 
sion to erect same, when executed, from the 
owner for the time being of the plot on which 
it is proposed to be placed ; the plans, &c., 
accompanying such letter to be signed by the 
applicant. 

Duplicate sketches or tracings drawn to scale 
from the plan of every intended monument or 
tombstone or railings proposed to be erected in 
the Cemeteries, together with the proposed in- 
scription, also in duplicate, or any addition to 
any existing inscription must be furnished on 
tracing-paper to the Secretary for the prior ap- 
proval of the Committee. 

No headstone or other monument when com- 
pleted can be admitted into the Cemeteries until 
the Committee's certificate of approval be ob- 
tained for its erection, and be lodged with the 
Sexton at the Cemetery in which the headstone 
or monument is to be placed. 

In no case can any headstone or other monu- 
ment erected in the Cemeteries, be cleaned 
up, painted, or otherwise renovated, xmless and 
until the Committee's certificate of permission 
authorising the execution of the work be pre- 
viously obtained and lodged with the Sexton. 
Application for such permission must in all 
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cases be made direct to the Committee by the 
owners of the plots. 

All sketches of proposed monuments and copies 
of inscriptions, &c., intended to be submitted to 
the Committee for the week, must be lodged at 
the office not later than Tuesday. 

No monument or headstone can be erected 
without having suitable foundations built to 
support same. Every headstone must be set in 
a socket-stone. All building beneath the surface 
is executed by the workmen employed by the 
Committee, under the supervision of the Super- 
intendent. The cost of all such work must be 
de&ayed by the parties erecting the monu- 
ment. 



1) 
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FEES FOR INTEEMBNT. 

TO BE PAID IN ADDITION TO CHABOBS FOB VAULTS OB 
GBOUNP, ETC., PUBCBA8BD IN PEBPETUITY. 

Each Adults Child under 
12 Years. 
£ s. d, £ 8. d. 

In Nbw Chapxl Sectxok — \ 

Private Vault, ... I « ^ ^ 

St. Brigid's Section'-South and) 800 200 

Pint Borders in Dublin Division I 
of such Section,... ... ... / 

O'OovnbllOirclkOkound (also Chapel) 2 1 10 

Circle, Golden Bridge, ] 

CuaRAN*8 SouAEE, Chapel Circle, ... % 

South Sbctiom — I 1 10 10 

First, Second, and Third Border? 

JrlOXS, ... ... ... ... / j» ^ 

Fourth and all others 17 6 10 

-*• i Dublin Sxction — 

5 { First and Second Border Plots,... 1 10 10 

^ / First Border Plots (also Barrack % i 2 6 

S J Section) | 12 6 

'^1 Second and all other Plots (also 7 n 17 a 

ff^\ in Canal Section) ] "w « 10 

Oakdkn Sectxom (Vidnitvof 0*Connell 
Circle)— 

First Border Plots, 1 10 10 

Other First Border Plots, 12 6 12 6 

Second Border Plots 17 6 10 

All others, 12 6 6 6 

•St. Beioid's Section — \ 

Second Bordersin Dublin Division, ( 1100 I 

and First and Second Borders in / 

Garden Division, ; 

All others in Dublin Division, ... -\ 

Third and all others in Garden V 12 6 12 6 

Division, ... ... ... ...J 

Coicv ON Gkaves in Old Section, Non-S Each Adult 

vested Ground, (Each Child. 

CoxxoN Gkaves in New Section, Non- 1 Each Adult, 
vested Ground / Each Child. 



POOR. 

Government and other Public Institutions 
Xbe General Public, .^ 



12 


6 


6 


6 


1 2 


6 


Ij 


6 


Each Body, 
n 5 A 


1 


6 



DUBLIK CATHOLIC CEMBTBBIB8. 105 

OHAEGES FOE THE PTJB OHASE OP 
GEOUND IN PEEPETUITY. 

Prospect Csmstesy. . 

NsYf Ghap£L Sbotiok, ,.i 

Do. do. Special and Select 

sites, and subject to Gommittde's 
permission and such conditions as 
they in each case may make, 
South Ssonoir-- 

Third, Second, and First Border Hots, 

Fourth Border Plots, 

Others interiorly situated 

DtTBLXK Section— 
^ f Second and First Border Plots, ... 

S I Third Plots from Mf., 

^ J Others interiorly situated 

^ J First Border Plots 

S / Second Border Plots, 

P4 I Others interiorly situated 

Gakdkx Sbctiom (Yicmity of O'Connell 
Circle)— 

First Border Plots, ... 

Other First Border Plots, 

Second Border Plots, 

Third Border Plots, 

Other Plots interiorly situated. ... 
Ghapbl Gikcls, Gurram'sSquase, and ) 

O'GoNNRLL Circle, } 

It. Brioid's Section — 

First Border Plots, 

Second Border and all other Plots, 
Second and First Border Plots, ... 
Third Border and all other Plots, 
•g ~ I Second and First Border Plots, ... 

a / Third Border Plots, 

Other Plots interiorly situated,... 

Unif ormiW in the arrangements, as determined, being imperatlTe, 
no Plotless than 8 ft. by 6 ft. can be disposed of in certain favoured 
localities, as spedfled in detailed List exhibited in the Offices. 

Additional Ground to Plot of 8 ft. by 4 ft, according to situation, 
at the price stated for same in detailed Oencoral List of Chanres 
exhibited in the Offices. ^^^ 

• GOLDENBBIDGB CkMSTBRT. 

Chapel Circle, 8 by 4 £7 10 

Barrack Section „ 4 

Canal Section, „ 8 o 




ffc. ft. 

8 by 4 


£32 to £48 


19 


£64 to £100 


>• 

«:;2 


£710 to £15 
£4 
2 


8 „ 4 

III 
8 "2 


£10 to £15 
£2 5 
15 
5 
4 
2 


8 „ 4 

8 :: a 


15 
5 
4 
2 5 
15 


8 « 4 


£15 to £80 


*» 
»» 
»» 
»» 

8::2 


£48 

£S2 

£15 to £32 

£6 

£10 to £15 

4 

2 
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BUILDING FOUNDATIONS, &c. 



HeadwaU at a Hot, 8 ft by 2 ft, 
Do. do. 8 ft bV 4 ft., 

Tiro Briok Fien, in. by 9 in. 
Do. do. in. by 14 in. 
Do. do. 9 in. by 18 in. 

Brlckinflr 9-inch wall at Plot, 8 ft. by 4 ft 



^Tom £1 5 to £1 10 




2 8to 


2 17 




1 Ito 


1 7 




1 7to 


1 10 




2 8to 


2 17 




9 to 12 



If 

8*8 



other Building executed according to dimennona of Plot, situation, tto^ 



VAULTS.— PEOSPBCT CEMETEBY. 



O'GoxirxLL TowsB. \ Furnished with solid Cast 

i Hetal Doors, Iron Gates, with 

I Lattice Wire, Locks, &c., 

[ and the surface of Vaults 

O'OomrzLL CxacLZ. ] completed with best Wick- 

' low Granite Cut Stone. 

Along Wfllks ... ••• ••• ••• ••• >•• 

Do. ••• ••• .*• ••• •■* ■*■ 



I 



ft. ft. 
8by8 



i> 



8 „6 

1 8 „4 



£ s. 
200 



100 

45 
S3 



Bodies proposed to be placed in Vaults purchased since July, 1871, 
must be enclosed in leaden cofOns. 



OTHEB FIXED GHABGES. 



Searching Beoords— 

First Tear or any part thereof 

Each subsequent Year or part thereof 

Certificate of Extract ftom Beoords (exdusLye of stamp) ... 

X^lry of Grant in Register of Grants < 

Noting Transfer of Grant 

Bailing Permission Fee 

Benoyation Certificate ... ... 

For use of Mortuary Chapel 

Dressing Order, each Graye 

Turfing a Graye, on the priyilege of selection being exercised 

Bemoyal of a Body— Double Interment Fee. 

Depositing a Body in Mortuary House j |^j^ chUd 

Late Notice of intended Interment — 

When Fee is oyer 128. 6d. ... 

When under 12s. 6d 

Opening Graye Permission Order (if allowed by Com- 
mittee), to satisfy persons tiiat Body is in the Graye — The 
usual Adult Interment Fee for each Graye opened. 

Each Coffin exceeding two feet in width— Double Inter- 
ment Fee. 



£ a 


d. 


1 








6 


5 





2 


6 


2 


6 


1 10 





1 





7 


6 


1 





2 


6 


6 





2 


e 


5 





2 


6 
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£ 8. d. 

Opening a Graye or fixTmmlTig a Body for Coroner'8 In- 
qutet or f or punKwe of identificatioii 1 10 

Filling a Dedaration re old Perpetuity Groiind, 6d. ; 
otherwise, 1b. 

Certificate of ApproTal of additional Inscription ... 2 6 

Certificate of Approval of Tablet, Headstone, or other 
Stone Erection not exceeding tlu'ee feet in height 5 

Certificate of ApproT&l of Headstone, Monument, or 
other Stone Erection exceeding three feet, but not exceed- 
ing six feet in height 10 

Certificate of Approval of Headstone, Monument, or 
other Stone Erection exceeding six feet, but not exceeding 
ten feet in height 10 

Certificate of Approval of Headstone, Monument, or 
other Stone Erection exceeding ten feet in height. ... 2 
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COMMITTEE. 
(Names in order of seniority. October^ 1878). 

1. Doctor George Atkinson {Trtutee),2 Drumcondra- 
terrace, W. 

2. Sir Jolm firadstreet, Bart J.P., Castilla, Clontarf . 
8. Very Rev. John, Canon Farrell, P.P., The Presby- 
tery, Booterstown. 

4. Mr. Charles Kennedy, 17 Mountjoy-sqnare, E. 

5. Mr. Bichard Martin, D.L., J.P., 7 Merrion-sq., S. 

6. Mr. Mark S. O'Shaughnessy, B.L. {Trustee), 19 
Qardiner's-place. 

7. Sir Wm. Carroll, Knt., J.P., Woodlawn, Dundrum. 

8. Alderman John Campbell, J. P. {Trustee), 27 
MountjoyHsquare, E. 

9. Mr. Edward Fottrell, J.P., 46 Fleet-street 

10. Alderman John M^Dermott, 64 Mount] oy-sq., W. 

11. Alderman Sir James W. Mackey, D.L., J.P., 69 
Mountjoy-square, W. 

12. Mr. James F. Lombard, J.P., South Hill, Upper 
Bathmines. 

13. Mr. "Walter H. Booney, 5 Cope-street. 

14. Mr. Edward T. Stapleton, 75 Lower Mount-st. 

15. Doctor Thomas Nedley, 4 Cavendish-row. 

16. Mr. David Coffey, J.P., 125 Lower Baggot-street. 

17. Mr. Joseph Woodlock, St. Brendan's, Booterstown. 

18. Mr. James Spring, 65 Eccles-street. 

19. Mr. Alexander Morphy, Glenville, Dundrum. 

20 Mr. Joseph Lentaigne, B.L., J.P., 1 Great Den- 
mark-street. 

Secretary — ^Mr. Charles Coyle. 

Office Clerks — Messrs. James W. Geary, John T. 
Murphy, William Charles, Joseph Anderson.- 

PBOSPECT CEMETEBY. 

ChapUtm — ^Very Bev. William, Canon Brock, PJ*. 
Superintendent — Mr. David Malins. 
Assistant — Mr. William H. Fric^er. 
Sextofk^Mi. John O'Connell. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

OTHER CEMETERIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM; 
THEIR ARRANGEMENTS AND PECULIAR FEA- 
TURES. 

The Secretary, at the instance of the Committee, has 
at various times yisited Cemeteries in other places with 
a view to inspect the operations in them and gain infor- 
mation hy wnich any improvements deemed practicable 
might be introducea into the arrangements and work- 
ins of the Dublin Catholic Cemeteries. 

The Cemeteries visited were as follows : — 

Ibeland. 

TheMoimt Jerome, Dublin. 

Bdfast, 

The Borough, and 
Miltown (Roman Catholic). 

Cork, 

Saint Joseph's (Capuchin), and 
Saint Finbar's (Corporation). 

England. 

Near London, 

Highgate. 

Kensal Qreen General (All Souls^. 
Kensal Green (St. Mary's Roman Catholic). 
West of London and Westminster, Brompton. 
The London Necropolis, or Woking, Surrey. 



110 DIBLI17 CATHOLIC CEMBTEBIE8. 



Manchester, 

Ardwick, and 

Philips' Park (Corporation). 

Idvayool. 

Anfield Park, and 
Tozteth Park. 

Bif'kenheacL 
ilaybrick. 

Sheffield. 

Brightside (Bumgreaye)^ Bierlow, and 
The General. 

Scotland. 

Olasgow, 

The Necropolis. 

The Jeanfield. 

The SighthUl 

The Dalbeth (St. Peter's Eoman Catholic). 

The Cathcart 

JEdiriburffh, 

The Dean, and 
The Grange. 

The results of his inquiries and observations are as 
follows: — 

In their general outlines, the laying out of the grounds, 
the mode of burial therein, the extent of area of the 

Slots and graves, and the charges made therefor, like 
issimilarity is locally in the English and Scotch Ceme- 
teries respectively noticeable. 



DUBLIN CATHOUC CEICBTEBTBS. Ill 

The adyantages and privileges given by the Dublin 
Oatholic Cemeteries Committee to the public for inter- 
ment are not, so far as was ascertained, afforded with 
equal facility or to an equal eztenty by any of the 
public Cemeteries visited. 

This may be best illustrated by an analysis of the 
lowest cbarges made for interment in Common or Poor 
Ground of the several Cemeteries, which are as fol- 
lows: — 



London. 

Highgate and Nunhead, 
Eensal Green (All Souls'), . 
Eensal Ghreen (St. Mary's), . 
Srompton, ..... 
The Necropolis, Woking, . 
South Metropolitan, Norwood, . 
Great Northern, Colney Hatch : — 

No. 1. Consecrated gromid, 11«. ; Unconaecmted ground, 10«. 
No. 2. „ ., 20».; ., „ 18#. 

Ohildren under 10 years of age, two-fhirds of the aboye Gharges. 

Stinninghain, 

Manch^fter. 

Adults. Children. Still-bom 

Ardwick, . . 21«. 8«.&12«.6J. 28.M. 
and 

Non-resident Rate-payers 

Philips' Park (Corpn.) . 10«. 12«. 

Children, 7». 8». 

9* 



Adults. 


Children 


42«. 


30«. 


42«. 


82«. 


21«. 


168. 


86». 


26«. 


20«. 


168. 


429. 


dO«. 
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Sheffield. 

Brigh1aide(Biin)greaye)Bierlowl09. IBs, & 2S8. 

Under 12 years, Ss. 12«. & 14^. 

The General, from . . . 8«. to 158. 

Liverpool* 

7 Yean and upwardg. Non-pariBhioxiera. 

AnfieldPark: — . 9$. \6e. 

Under 7 years, . . 6s. lOa, 

Still-bom, . . . 2«. Sd. Se. 

Toarteth Park :— 

Adults, • . • 9«. 6d. 

Under 7 years, . 7«. 6d. 

. 8till-bom . . , 28. 6d. 

Common graves restricted to parishioners. 

Birkenhead. 

7 Years and upwards. Non-paiishioners. 

Flaybrick, . . • Qs. 1 

Under 7 years, . . Qb. > 2l8. 

Still-bom, . . . 2s.ed. ) 

Glasgow. 

Under 6 years. AboVe 6 and under 12. Above 13. 

Cathcart, . . 7s. 10s, IQs. 

Jeanfield (under 5 yrs.), 68. 6d. 9s. 6d, 12s. 6d. 

13 and npwazds 

Sighthill, . . 98. 128. 138. 

Dalbeth :— Coflin under 8 ft. long, . . 6s. 

,9 Above Sj and under 4 ft. 6 in. . . 78. 

„ Above 4 ft. 6 in 10s. 
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Edinhurffh, 

The Grange, on week days vary from 12s, to £6 10«. 
and on Sundays from 15«. to £6 13«. 

Bdfast. 

Adults. Children. 

The Borough, . . , 28. 6d 2«. 6d. 

and 
Miltown (Roman Catholic) . . 2«. 6d, 2«. Qd. 

Londonderry. 
The Borough, 2s. Od. 2s. Od. 

Cork. 
Saint Finhar's, . . . . . 2s.0d. 2s. 6d. 

DubUn. 

Mount Jerome, 7s.Qd.bs Od, 

Glasnevin, * 1«. 6ef. 1«. Qd. 

„ men brought from Government) . ^ ^ 
or other public Institutions, j ' 



\ 

> 
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LONDON CEMETERIES. 

The West of London and Westminster 
Cemetery, Brompton. 

This Cemetery is under the control of the Exe- 
cutive, and the Department by which it is 
managed is the Board of Health or Board of 
Works. 

There are two entrances, both being un- 
pretentious in character. A block of buildings, 
comprising a church, offices, chaplain's dressing 
apartments, lavatories, &c., and erected in 
close contiguity thereto, are several colonnades 
covering extensive ranges of catacombs. These 
occupy a very considerable space about midway 
in the grounds. 

The area of the Cemetery is forty acres statute, 
ten of which are, it appears, occupied by build- 
ings and walks. The annual interments average 
about 4,000, two-thirds of which are made in 
the ''common" ground. In it, as in the Sheffield 
Cemeteries, only two classes of interment ground 
are provided, namely, *' common" and perpetuity. 
In the latter, the space in which graves are laid 
out are of 6i ft. long by 2^ ft. wide ; and for 
brick graves, 9 ft. long by 4 ft. wide, and of 9 
ft. long by 6J- ft. wide. In the " common *' 
ground the space appropriated for a grave is 
6J ft. long by 2J ft. wide, the space usually 
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opened being about 6 ft by 2 ft. ; and when 
first opened the grave is, as a rule, sunk to 8 
and sometimes 9 feet. According to the present 
system only one body is interred in each grave, 
which is not reopened for a period of ten years, 
except for a member of the same family. 

" Common " graves, which had been buried in 
ten years previously, have been reopened for 
new interments ; the depth excavated to, appa- 
rently^ being about 7 ft. ; and although the side- 
banks of those graves, to which a space of 6^ 
ft. long by 2^ ft. wide is allocated, were braced 
up'by several lengths of strong, broad pieces of 
wood, much of the clay at either sides sometimes 
rolls in during the excavation ; but in no instance 
is any portion of a coffin in any of the adjoining 
graves exposed to view. It seems that in re- 
opening such graves the practice is not to make 
the excavation further than the top of the 
uppermost or last coffin deposited therein. Over 
these graves headstones were formerly permitted 
to be erected, although the perpetuity had not 
been secured, but latterly this privilege has been 
altogether withdrawn. 



The London Necropolis, or Woking 
Cemetery, Surrey. 

This Cemetery, owned by the London Necro- 
polis Company exceeds in extent all other similar 
institutions in the three kingdoms ; but in this 
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respect only, can it be said to surpass, if indeed 
to equal, the majority of the other Cemeteries 
visited. The area of the grounds enclosed ex- 
ceeds 500 acres, and is only a portion of 2,000 
acres purchased by the Company under Parlia- 
mentary powers. 

The grounds form a vast expanse of gently 
undulating ground, carpeted with heather. Some 
small portions (comparatively) of it are provided 
with evergreen trees and shrubs, and the soil 
being apparently a dry, yellow sand, would lead 
to the conclusion that its selection as the site 
for a Cemetery, apart from its great distance 
— twenty-eight miles — from the metropolis, was 
not unsuitable. Large allotments of ground have 
been appropriated in it for use by the different 
religious denominations, also to various parishes, 
societies, and communities. The portion allotted 
to the Protestants has been consecrated, and that 
appropriated to the Roman Catholics has been 
blessed by the respective ecclesiastical authori- 
ties ; but the other portions of the grounds are 
not consecrated. 

Funeral parties from London are conveyed to 
this Cemetery by railway. The Company under- 
take all incidental arrangements, including 
statuary work when required. In their Board- 
room at the offices, 2 Lancaster-place, Strand, 
where the directors meet, some patterns of 
coffins, &c., are kept for the convenience of 
persons who might desire to have the Company 
supply all funeral requisites ; and at Westminster- 
bridge a private station has been built, at which 
the friends of the deceased may assemble. Special 
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trains are devoted entirely to their service, and 
not more than forty minutes are occupied in 
reaching from London the Necropolis Station. 
Arrived at the Cemetery, the train runs on a single 
line of rails into the grounds and deposits 
passengers, &c., at the doors of the different 
chapels, which are built in a line with one 
another, but at a considerable distance apart. 

The Cemetery has been opened twenty-five 
years, during which period 77,000 interments 
have been made in it, two-thirds of which took 
place in the " common " ground. In the " com- 
mon " ground the space allowed to each grave 
is 9 ft. long by 4ft. wide ; and only one body is 
interred therein, except bodies of members of the 
same family; and, except for the latter, such 
graves are not reopened for a period of ten years. 
On payment of los., permission is given to erect 
head or footstones on those graves. 

Single grave-spaces in the perpetuity ground 
are of similar superficial extent to those in the 
" common,'' and the depth to which they are ex- 
cavated, on payment of the regular interment fee, 
is 6 feet ; but a grave would be sunk to a much 
greater depth on paying an extra charge for every 
additional perpendicular foot required to be 
excavated. 

Maps of the different sections have, it appears, 
been made. 

There are two Restaurants in the grounds 
under . the management of the Company, who 
forbid the sale of spirituous liquors ; one with 
several suitable waiting-rooms attached is built 
contiguous to each of the chapels. 
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LIVERPOOL AND BIRKENHEAD CEME- 

TERIES. 

The most important Cemeteries at Liverpool 
appear to be Anfield Park and Toxteth Park. 
The former is situated about three miles east 
of Liverpool ; it was established about sixteen 
years since at a cost, including erection of 
offices, officers' residences, three churches, en- 
closing of grounds, &c., of about ^160,000. Its 
area comprises one hundred and twenty acres, 
seventy of which are enclosed for the purposes 
of the Cemetery. It was founded by the parish 
of Liverpool, the purchase money, &c., being, by 
the sanction of the Treasury raised by loan, on 
the security of the rates, and the principal and 
interest, being payable by fixed annual instal- 
ments, spread over a period, it was stated, of fifty 
or sixty years. There are three churches — one 
for Roman Catholics, and two for Protestant 
Dissenters — erected in the grounds, and at a cost 
estimated at about /^3,ooo each. 

It is managed by a Committee of nine gentle- 
men, elected by the ratepayers. 

There are three classes of interment ground 
in this Cemetery : — 

I St. Ground in which interments are not per- 
mitted, except the perpetuity thereof has 
been secured. 
2nd. Ground in which, on part payment of 
the perpetuity, interment is permitted; the 
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twelve months subsequent being allowed 
for completing the purchase. 
3rd. Ground in which '' common " interments 
take place. The graves for this class of 
burials are 8 ft. long by 4 ft. wide, in the 
centre of which the space opened is about 
6^ ft. by z ft. 3", and to a depth of 10 ft. 
Only one coffin is put into each grave every 
day ; but the grave is not closed until filled 
by interments. 
The size of the graves in the perpetuity ground 
is 8 ft. by 4 ft., and 9 ft. by 4 ft. 6. The number 
interred annually in this Cemetery averages about 
6,000. 

The Toxteth Park Cemetery is situated about 
three miles south of Liverpool. It has been 
open about twenty years, was similarly established, 
and is similarly managed to Anfield Park. Its 
area is about forty-five statute acres, and the 
amount expended in purchase of the grounds, 
in enclosing the same, and in other incidental 
outlay, was /'6o,ooo, The average annual number 
of interments made in it is about 3,500, two- 
thirds of which take place in the ''common" 
ground. There are similar classes of interment 
ground as are at Anfield Park, but the " common" 
ground is now restricted to the interment of 
parishioners. 

Birkenhead Cemetery comprises about sixteen 
statute acres, and was opened about twenty years 
since at a cost, including the erection of three 
churches, of ^'40,000. There are three classes 
of interment ground here also. The grounds are 
composed of rock, and the mode of interring in 
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the '^common" ground is thus: a space of ground, 
measuring about 60 ft. in length, by say 20 ft. 
in width, and to a depth of at least 30 ft., is 
cleared out by blasting ; when the debris of this 
is removed, a wall of about 14 in. thick is built 
ground from bottom to surface, and two division 
walls of equal thickness are run across, about 20 
ft. apart, in the centre; about midway down in 
each of the chambers thus formed a kind of 
platform is constructed of loose planks, in the 
centre of which an aperture of about 7 ft. long 
by 3 ft. wide is made, covered with a movable 
frame. On the first series of coffins being de- 
posited, they are for the time left on this platform 
(or " lowering-stage " as it is called) ; ^he frame of 
the aperture is immediately then raised and the * 
coffins lowered to the bottom of the 30 ft. chamber; 
a mass of liquid concrete is then poured over and 
around each layer of coffins, which very quickly 
forms a strong bond, and thus the process is 
carried on until the chambers are filled up to 
within 18 in. of the surface. The surface of those 
chambers, during the time of burials being made 
therein, is covered with large, thick Yorkshire 
flags, cemented together, and on a level with the 
surface, there being a door-space formed in those 
flags, to which a wooden frame, with door on 
hinges, having hasps with padlocks, is attached. 
No offensive odour was perceptible in those ex- 
amined, nor was there on the surface of the 
ground adjacent anything to indicate the excava- 
tions made. 

The Cemetery was established, in the same 
way as, and is managed similarly to those at 
Liverpool. 
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SHEFFIELD CEMETERIES. 

The Brightside (Bumgreave), Bierlow, is estab- 
lished seventeen years. It was founded and is 
managed similarly to those at Liverpool. It 
comprises twenty- seven statute acres, and, since 
it was opened, 27,084 interments have been made 
in it. Graves in the perpetuity ground when 
opened first are, as a rule, it was stated, exca- 
vated to II ft. In the " common" ground the 
depth to which graves are sunk varies. 

The system upon which the charge for ground 
or vaults disposed of in perpetuity is made seems 
to be regulated by the amount at which a person's 
premises or dwelling may be valued for the pur- 
poses of the Poor's-rate, whether parishioner or 
non-parishioner; but in the latter case there 
must be produced ** a receipt of the Poor-rate for 
the house in which the person to be interred had 
died." 

There are two churches erected in this Cemetery 
— one for the Protestant Church Establishment 
and one for Protestant Dissenting bodies. 

The General Cemetery is established^forty-two 
years, and is owned by a joint-stock company, 
who have a special Act of Parliament. Graves 
are laid out in spaces of 7^ ft. long by 3 J ft. wide, 
in the perpetuity ground, and of 7 ft. long by 3^ 
ft. wide, in the " common." About eleven or 
twelve bodies, adults and children, are interred 
in each " common grave," which is never closed 
until filled with interments. One-fourth of the 
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interments made take place in the ** common " 
ground. 

The number of burials made in these two 
Cemeteries average annually about i,6oo respec-^ 
tively. 



EDINBURGH CEMETERIES. 

Of the eight Cemeteries contiguous to Edin- 
burgh, namely, Calton, Canongate, Dairy, Echo- 
bank, St. Curbert's, Warriston, the Dean and 
the Grange, the most important are the two last 
named. Both, although each is somewhat limited 
in extent, seemed to be well kept, particularly the 
Dean Cemetery, which is adorned with a fine 
collection of full-grown shrubs, and several well- 
executed monuments, some of excellent merit. 

That Cemetery is about one mile and a half west 
of Edinburgh, and its area, including a recent 
addition made to it of three statute acres, is about 
twelve and a half statute acres. It is owned by 
a joint-stock company. The number of burials 
made in it does not exceed four or five a week. 
It would seem that none but the wealthier classes 
are interred in it, and in ground first secured in 
perpetuity. 

The Grange, or Southern Cemetery, is situated 
about two miles south of the city. It was established 
in 1846, and is owned by a joint-stock company. 
The annual average number of interments made 
there is about 850, nearly three-fourths of which 
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are "common." Here, like as in the Dalbeth 
Cemetery, Glasgow, there are only two classes of 
interment ground, common and perpetuity. It 
appears that persons of different religions are in- 
terred in it, and that a portion of the ground is ap- 
propriated to each denomination, Roman Catho- 
lics, Protestants and Protestant Dissenters. 
The Catholic portion has been blessed, and that 
allocated to the Protestants consecrated, by the 
respectite ecclesiastical authorities. 

As to the space allotted to graves, the space 
opened for "common" interments is 6 J ft. long 
by 2 J ft. wide, and only to a depth of 6 feet, and 
yet it was stated that five or six bodies are put 
into each such opening. It seems that one body 
only is interred in each of those graves every 
day, after which it is filled up, and opened the 
next day, and another body deposited in it, when 
it is again closed until the following day, and thus 
on until the grave is filled with interments. The 
perpetuity ground is laid out in spaces of 7 ft. 
long by 3 ft. wide, 8 ft. long by 3 ft. wide, and 
9 ft. long by 3 ft. wide. The graves, like as in the 
Dean Cemetery, are excavated beyond 6 feet, on 
paying an extra charge for each perpendicular 
foot sunk additional. 

With respect to charges, the system followed in 
charging for interments in perpetuity ground in 
all the Scotch Cemeteries visited, is as follows : — 
the charge for interments is regulated according 
to the style of funeral, and the number of carriages 
in attendance, as well as the section in which the 
burial takes place. The charge for interments of 
this class in some Cemeteries is from £z 2s. to 
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£ 6 6s., when the age is over twelve years ; when 
the age of the deceased is over six and under 
twelve years, the charge made ranges from £\ i os . 
to £^ 5$., and in other sections when the age is 
under six years, and if the coffin is carried under 
the arm, the charge for interment varies from 
/'i to /44s. 



GLASGOW CEMETERIES. 

Of the Glasgow Cemeteries the Necropolis has 
some advantages over the others. It is longer 
established, the site it occupies is conspicuous, 
and it contains monuments superior in general as 
to design and execution, and apparently of more 
lasting material. It was founded about thirty-five 
years since. Its area is between forty and forty- 
five statute acres, and it is owned and managed 
by a body of merchants, designated " The Mer- 
chants' Hall Company,'' whose available funds 
have grown, it was stated, to a very large amount. 
The Company have also, it appears, two very valu- 
able estates. v 

The objects of the Company would seem to be 
of a charitable nature ; — maintaining old, respect- 
able, but unsuccessful merchants, by giving them, 
when disabled or otherwise incapacitated, a yearly 
stipend during life, &c. Widows' Institutions, 
and others of a cognate character, are also aided, 
if not supported, by the Company; and quite 
recently they have acquired or built a new Public 
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Hall in George's-square, Glasgow, at a cost of 
over £<i 7, 000. Large bequests and donations are 
frequently left to the Company, and it was stated 
tliat very recently a gentleman died leaving them 
a, bequest of ^20,000. 

The Necropolis occupies an eminence of some 

200 or 300 ft. almost in the centre of the city, 

a,nd is entirely composed of what is termed 

vrhinstone rock. The plan upon which the vaults 

and other places for burial have beeji arranged, 

on the side of the Cemetery next the entrance; 

"which is over a bridge, partakes somewhat of a 

series of terraces, rising one over another, the 

vaults and plots for burial being constructed in 

spaces made by blasting or quarrying. 

The ground, although kept in becoming order, 
has not the pleasing efifect which is produced by 
the presence of judiciously planted shrubs — there 
being no evergreen plants, &c., visible, except a 
few young trees, which have been recently planted 
in a remote comer of the enclosure. It was stated 
that the gases, &c., arising from the numerous 
factories in the city, are fatal to the growth of 
almost all shrubs and trees within certain limits in 
the borough. The net amount available out of 
the receipts from the Cemetery for the year 1877 
was about ^^2,500. Apparently none but the 
wealthier classes are interred there. 

Jeanfield is open about thirty-three years. It 
comprises thirty statute acres ; and it was stated 
that the interments made in it exceed those in 
any other cemetery at Glasgow. It is owned by a 
joint-stock company. About three roods of the 
ground are appropriated to persons of the Hebrew 
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persuasion, and are enclosed by an iron railing, 
set in stone kerbing, the height being about four 
feet. 

Sighthill is about one mile and a half from 
Glasgow. It is owned by a joint-stock company. 
Its area exceeds thirty acres. 

Cathcart has been established about twelve 
months. It is owned by a joint-stock company. 
Its area is about forty-three statute acres, and it 
is situate about four miles west of Glasgow. 

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Cemetery (Dalbeth), 
is situated about three and a half miles south of 
Glasgow. There are two cemeteries, one adjoining 
the other. The older one, comprising two 
acres, established about twenty years since, has 
for the past few years been closed, except to 
those having acquired perpetuity rights therein. 
Extensive convent buildings, occupied by a com- 
munity of nuns, stand on part of the ground. The 
new grounds enclosed comprise about twenty 
acres, ten of which are appropriated for the pur- 
poses of the Cemetery. Both are under the 
control and management of the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Glasgow and a Board composed 
of clergymen and lay gentlemen. The Cemetery 
is blessed, and is the only one at Glasgow for the 
exclusive use of Catholics. During tbfe year 1 877 
there were 3,847 interments made in both grounds 
-^of which 3,688 took place in the new, and of 
these 3,188 were made in *' common" ground. 

As to the spaces allotted to each grave, as a 
rule, all graves in Dalbeth are either 7 or 7 J ft. 
long by 3 ft. wide, and when space is required for 
an erection, 9 by 3 is allocated. In the Jeanfield 
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and Sighthill Cemeteries for " common " inter- 
ments is about 7 ft. or 6^^ ft. long by 2 ft. wide 
(in the centre of the grave 7J by 3), and to a 
depth of about 10 ft. In the Cathcart and Dal- 
beth Cemeteries the spaces opened respectively 
are, 10 ft. long by 6 J ft. wide, and ji ft- long 
by 6 ft. wide, and sometimes more, and invari- 
ably to a depth of 10 ft. and of 12 ft. respectively. 
In the first of the two latter Cemeteries there are 
interred in each such opening from fifty to seventy 
bodies, and in the other (Dalbeth), in each such 
opening there are interred from fifty to one 
hundred bodies. 

There are three classes of interment ground in 
the Cathcart and Sighthill Cemeteries : — 

I St. Ground in which interments are not per- 
mitted, except the perpetuity thereof has 
been secured. 
2nd. Ground where interments are permitted 
(and which may be described as intervening 
ranges of graves, situated in badly circum- 
stanced perpetuity ground), on payment of 
an increased interment fee, and a length- 
ened period allowed to elapse before uti- 
lising the ground, to allow the relatives 
time to select and secure a site and remove 
the body thereto ; but in no case is ground 
so first interred in allowed to be secured. 
This is termed Dressed Ground, 
3rd. "Common" interment ground, each open- 
ing made which is never closed in until 
filled with interments to the fixed limit. 
In addition to the above classes of ground, 
there is in the Jeanfield Cemetery ground in 

10 
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which interments are permitted on part payment 
of purchase of the perpetuity, and balance of 
purchase money is taken by instalments of is., 5s., 
I OS., and oi £1 per week; and twenty-five per 
cent, is charged on the full amount of purchase 
until the entire perpetuity is paid. Pass-books are 
issued by the Company for this purpose. 

In all the Glasgow Cemeteries in which ordi- 
nary interments take place, the ground appropri- 
ated for the purpose is apart and distinct frofti 
that used for better-class interments. 

The Glasgow Cemeteries are not consecrated, 
with the exception of a small portion of Sigh thill 
Cemetery, appropriated for the exclusive use of 
Protestants, and the Dalbeth Roman Catholic 
Cemetery, which is blessed ; nor is there, except 
at Sighthill (in which a portion of the building' 
used there for an office is utilised for reading the 
Protestant burial service at the funerals of Protes- 
tants), any church or other sacred edifice in any of 
the Glasgow Cemeteries. 

Maps of the ground are kept at Cathcart and 
Sighthill. There are no parchment grants issued, 
but a kind of certificate is issued, stating that a 
grave-space in a certain compartment has been 
recorded as belonging to A. B., &c. The Registry 
of Interments kept at the Glasgow Cemeteries 
gives the date of burial (but no consecutive 
numbers of burials), name, age, sex, and late 
residence of deceased, and particulars of com- 
partment interred in. No record is kept which 
would show at a glance, on reference, how many, 
and who had been interred in any particular grave- 
. space. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The soil of the different Cemeteries varies, as 
might be expected, somewhat according to the 
situation of the grounds ; but, excepting in a few 
instances where the strata is composed of rock, 
in general that of all appeared fairly adapted for 
the purposes of a burial-ground. 

In the laying out of the grounds, much diver- 
sity is apparent in the arrangements of all ; thus, 
while those of the Grange at Edinburgh are inter- 
sected with walks, suitable distances apart, which 
divide the ground into sections forming parallelo- 
grams ; in the Jeanfield, Glasgow, the walks which 
intersect the ground make the compartments (as 
they are termed) much of an oval shape. A con- 
siderable portion, too, of the grounds of Anfield 
Park, Liverpool, is occupied by landscape garden- 
ing — such as having a number of walks converging 
and diverging at several points, and by the in- 
tertwining of many curved and semi-circular 
walks. 

Extensive ranges of catacombs for burial, 
at immense expense, have been erected in many 
of the Cemeteries, particularly in the Grange, 
Edinburgh; Anfield-park, Liverpool; and the 
Brompton, London. But, apparently, those vaults 
are not viewed by the people with favour as a 
place of burial. In the Grange, Edinburgh 
(opened in 1846), out of a large number built 
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there — only two compartments have, as yet, been 
disposed of; in the Anfield Park, Liverpool, 
where a very large amount was laid out in erect- 
ing a number of those catacombs, few have been 
purchased. 

The Board of Management of each of the 
Cemeteries established by parishes, consists of 
nine gentlemen elected by the ratepayers ; each 
of them have to be re-elected periodically; 
all their meetings are public, at which reporters 
for the press attend. In the Cemeteries at 
London, founded and maintained on joint-stock 
principles, the Board of Management consists of 
ten Directors, each of whom is paid one guinea 
for every meeting of the board at which he 
attends. 

The dividends paid by some of the Cemeteries 
companies latterly, are, in one instance, as low as 
2i per cent ; in others it is higher. 

It is palpable, from the very large difference in 
the superficial area allowed in the respective 
Cemeteries for each grave, that a considerable 
diversity of opinion must be abroad, as to the 
precise quantity of ground sufficient for a single 
grave-space. But it would appear to be almost cer- 
tain that the space 9 ft. long by 4 ft. wide appro- 
priated in the London Necropolis, at Woking, for 
each single interment is in excess of the require- 
ments. 

A general rule exists in all the Cemeteries 
visited, that, graves, whether in the " common " 
or perpetuity ground, shall be excavated in the 
first instance to a fixed maximum depth ; but, 
then, a grave in the perpetuity ground, when 
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opened for the first burial is, on payment of the 
usual interment fee, excavated only to a limited 
depth ; and an extra charge is made for every 
additional perpendicular foot sunk to the maxi- 
mum depth. In almost all the Cemeteries the 
Board of Management have their own masons to 
remove and refix, when necessary, for the purpose 
of interment, covering-stones, kerbstones, &c. ; 
and a distinct and separate charge therefor is made. 
Thus the authorities, by charging a fee for the 
work, and having their own masons to doit, efifectu- 
ally prevent a neglected appearance being given 
to the Cemetery from such monumental append- 
ages being left lying about the grounds through 
forgetfulness or inattention. 

Another practice in operation in several Ceme- 
teries is, that persons in putting up erections 
over graves or plots are not allowed, in any case, 
to have the entire width of the plot purchased 
covered ; there must always be a good space, 
comparatively, of the width at either sides, which 
space extends the entire length of the plot secured, 
left wholly unoccupied, and free from any erection. 
The unoccupied space thus left intervening be- 
tween the monuments adds to their effect as well 
as to the appearance of the ground generally, 
whilst a convenient means of access is thereby 
available to the different plots adjacently 
situated. 

With respect to the ground allotted for *' com- 
mon" interments in some of the Cemeteries, 
notably in the Grange, Edinburgh, Anfield Park, 
Liverpool, and the Brightside (Bumgreave), Bier- 
low, Shef&eld, a system has been for several years 
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past in operation which appef^s to have advan- 
tages ; in each of these Cemeteries the practice 
is,, to make '' common " interments in alternate 
ranges of graves in perpetuity ground which is 
not favourably circumsdanted — the intermediate 
ranges being utilised for ordinary general burials. 
The. advantages arising from the adoption and 
proper working of the system are, that once this 
class of interments is made, stnd the ground suit- 
ably levelled and arranged, the alternate ranges 
so used, ever afterwards presents a beautiful green 
sward, unbroken by excavations when made inter- 
mittently for fresh burials, and affords a ready 
mode> of access to perpetuity and other graves in 
the intermediate ranges. The system, where 
adopted, would effectually prevent the bad effect 
caused by opening all the graves in every range 
from time to time for burial, and would prevent, 
too, headstones being erected, in numerous in- 
stances, so close to one another, that nothing 
could pass between them, by which an over- 
crowded appearance is given to the grounds, and 
an unfavourable impression of the arrangements 
generally produced. 

In England a charge, in addition tb the inter- 
ment fee, is imposed in each case, whether 
interment be made in ** common " 'or perpetuity 
ground, for the attendance of the clergyman offici- 
ating. For each interment made in the " com- 
mon " ground, the charge made thus is 3s., and 
on interment in perpetuity ground it varies — 
sometimes reaching los. and more. At St. Fin- 
bar's (the Corporation) Cemetery, Cork, the 
charge made for the use of the chapel is 5 s. 



DUBLIN CiiTHOLIC CEMETERIES. 133 

The Catholic Cemeteries Committee is the 
only body (so far as ascertained) in the three 
kingdoms who permit the offices to be opened 
upon Sundays for the traQsaction of business. 



THE END. 
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